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LIFE OF WILLIAM JUXON, LL.D. 


Archbishop of Canterbury. 


Ar the restoration of Church and State in 1660, there were 
but nine bishops surviving the persecution which the order 
had undergone. These were William Juxon, bishop of Lon- 
don, William Pieree, bishop of Bath and Wells, Matthew 
Wren, bishop of Ely, Robert Skinner, bishop of Oxford, Wil- 
liam Roberts, bishop of Banger, John Warner, bishop of Ro- 
chester, Biran Duppa, bishop of Salisbury, Henry King, 
bishop of Chichester, and Accepted Frewen, bishop of Lich- 
field and Coventry. From among these, the king ordered 
that the see of Canterbury, which had fain vacant sixteen 
years since the murder of archbishop Laud, should be suppli- 
ed by translating thither the bishop of London. 

This worthy prelate was born at Chichester, of a good fami- 
ly, in 1582, and educated at Merchant Taylor’s School, in 
London, from whence he removed to St. John’s College, Ox- 
ford, of which he became fellow in 1598. In 1603 he took 
the degree of bachelor of civil law, being about that time a 
student of Gray’s Inn; but soon after he took orders, and in 
1609 was presented to the vicarage of St. Giles’ in Oxford, 
where he was highly esteemed for his edifying way of preach- 
ing. He was also some time rector of Somerton, in Oxferd- 
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shire. In 1624 he was elected president of his college, and 
in the same year he took his doctor’s degree. He served the 
office of vice chancellor in 1626, and the year following was 
made dean of Worcester. In 1632, he was, through the in- 
terest of bishop Laud, sworn clerk of the closet te the king, 
and next year was made bishop of Hereford, but before his 
consecration he was removed to the bishoprick of London, on 
ihe translation of his patron to the metropolitan chair of Can- 
terbury. 

The friendship of the archbishop was manifested in a still 
more extraordinary manner, in procuring for the bishop of 
London the high office of lord treasurer, on the death of the 
earl of Portland, in 41655. On this appointment, the arch- 
bishop made the following reflection in his diary, “ I pray 
God biess him to carry it so, that the church may have honour, 
and the king and the state service and contentment by it.— 
And now if the ehurch will not hold up themselves under God, 
£ can do no more.” 

But this advancement of the bishop to that high station, 
instead of proving beneficial to the chureh, had a contrary 
effect. As no ceclesiastic had filled that office since the reign 
of Henry the seventh, it naturally excited the jealousy and 
vesentment of the nobility, and as lord Clarendon says, it 
‘* most unjustly indisposed many towards the church itself; 
which they looked upon as the gulph ready to swallow all the 
great offices, there being others in view, of that robe, who 
were ambitious enough to expect the rest.” 

It is, however, admitted on all hands that the bishop con- 
ducted himself with the greatest prudence and integrity, not 
only giving satisfaction to the king, but to the peopte, which 
in such a period as that, was. a matter of the greatest diffi- 
culty. 

On the breaking out of the great rebellion he fared with 
his brethren, in being deprived of his bishoprick, with the 
lands belonging to it, but it is a strong proof of the excellence 
of his character, that he was permitted to keep his estate of 
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Li(tle Compton in Gloucestershire. There he resided for 
the most part during that violent storm which overwhelmed 
the chureh and state, but he occasionally attended the king, 
and was present at all treaties between him and the parlia- 
ment. Of the confidence which that unfortunate monarch 
had in his advice, we are told by sir Philip Warwick the fol- 
lowing anecdote. “I remember” says he, “ that the king 
being busy in despatehing some letters with his own pen, eom- 
manded me to wait on the bishop, and to bring him back: his 
opinion in a certain affair: [humbly prayed his majesty, that 
1 might rather bring him with me, lest I should not express 
his majesty’s sense fully, nor bring back his so signifieantly, 
as he meant it; and beeause there might be need for him fur- 
ther to explain himself, and lest he should not speak freely 
to me.” To which the king replied, «* Go, as I bid you, if 
he will speak freely to any body, he will speak freely to you: 
This (the king said) I will say of him, I never got his opinion 
freely in my life, but when I had it, E was ever the better for 
it.” 

On one oceasien it would have been better if the king had 
followed the counsel of this good prelate, and that was in the 
ease of the earl of Strafford. When the most abominable ea- 
suistry was made use of to prevail on the king to pass the bill 
of attainder against that great man, the bishop of London re- 
mained inviolable and inflexible in his integrity, and freely 
told his majesty that he ought to do nothing unless his con- 
science was perfectly satistied, upon any consideration in the 
world. 

Bishop Juxon attended his royal master in his most discon- 
solate eondition, and after administering the sacrament to him, 
accompanied him to the scaffold. The Jast word of the king 
to the. bishop was « Remember,” and as something mysteri- 
ous was suspected, the council of regicides questioned his 
lordship upon it, to whom he replied « that the king his mas- 
ter bade him carry this supreme command of his dying fathers, 
to the prince bis son and heir; that if ever he was restored 
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io his crown, he should forgive the authors of his death.’ 

At the restoration, bishop Juxon had the honour of placing 
the crown upon the king’s head, and soon after was nomina- 
ted archbishop of Canterbury, but being very aged and infirm, 
he was incapable of taking any active part in the affairs of 
the church. 

He died at Lambeth, June 4, 1663, and on the 9th of July 
his body was interred with great solemnity in the chapel of 
St. John’s College, Oxford, on which oceasion Dr. South, the 
University orator, delivered a speech which is inserted in his 
posthumous volume of Latin works. 

This archbishop disposed of no less a sum than 48,0001. in 
charitable uses. Bishop Burnet slightingly represents him 
as being rather a good than a great man; but though he left 
no works of learning behind him, it must be admitted that 
his conduct, in the high station which he filled, was such as 
stamped him a man of no ordinary mind. 

Another historian has drawn the archbishep’s character 
with more justice. 

«¢‘ This prelate was of an excellent temper, of a meek spirit, 
and solid judgment: and having addicted his first studies to 
the civil law, in which he commenced doctor, this fitted him 
the more for seeular and state affairs. 'Fhough he found the 
revenue low, and much anticipated, yet meeting good times, 
and the king inclined to frugality, he happily supported the 
dignity of his majesty’s household, the splendour of the court, 
and all public expenses, with justice in all eontracts, so as to 
have as few complaints in his time, as perhaps in any; and 
yet he cleared off all anticipations on the revenue, and set his 
master before-hand. His proceedings were always with calm- 
ness, and cireumspection, and the king highly valued his ad- 
vice in all emergencies. His mild behaviour and prudence 
wrought so effectually upon all men, that though he bore two 
most invidious characters, one of a bishop, the other of a lord 
treasurer, yet neither drew envy upon his person; the hu- 
mour of the times tended to brand all great men in employ- 
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ment: so that the lord Falkland afterward, in a severe speech 
against bishops in parliament, could not but give him this 
testimony “ that in an unexpected place and power, he ex- 
pressed an equal moderation, being neither ambitious before, 
nor proud after, either of tie crosier, or white-staff.”’ 

It was by means of this admirable temper and conduct, 
that he weathered the most dreadful storm that ever the na- 
tion felt, and at last rode triumphantly in the harbour: and 
all without any shipwreck of his honour, or his principles.”* 


nn 
TOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


On Procrastination. 


Quis scit, an adjiciunt hodierne crastina summe 
Tempora Di Superi!— Hon, 


Who knows if Heav’n with even bounteous pow’r 
Shall add to-morrow to the present hour! Fraxcrs. 


THE Almighty Creator of the universe, has of his infinite 
goodness permitted us to arrive at the commencement of 
another year. It behoves us, amidst the festivals which eha- 
racterize the joyful season, to cast a retrospective glance 
over the year which has ended, and drop a tear of penitent 

jrecolleetion over the time which we have mispent, and which 
has now rolled away never to return, and from the sad expe- 
rience of the past, learn wisdom for the conduct of the future. 
it is true there are moments when the consideration that we 
uaye not diligently employed the time and talents committed 
to our keeping, comes home to every bosom: but it is no less 
irue that the varieties and pleasures of the world, soon check 
the emotion raised by such consideration, and stifle the glow 
of penitence erc it penetrates to the heart or influences the 


* Echard’s History of England, vol. ii, p. 118 
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dis 
conduct of men. It is true resolutions of amendment are poi 
formed to “redeem the time; but again the melancholy _ sist 
truth presents itself, that procrastination with insidious wiles — del: 
lures the mind from their performance, till resolution itself leis 
is lost in the langour of indifference, or the gloom of forget-  dut 
fulness. Let us seriously reflect, and no longer suffer pro- defe 
erastination to steal away those precious moments which gen 
Heaven has permitted us to enjoy that we might improve, and | The 
which when past can never be recalled. Nbeco 
There appears to be no position established with greater | Weig 
truth, than that the time allotted to each in this life is short. "more 
The most natural conclusion which we ean derive from this, barrj 
is, that each should spend that portion of it which he can call gour 
his own ina manner most conducive to his temporal and eter- then 
nal felicity. Though it be allowed on all hands that time is here 
precious, and that Providence will exact a rigorous account ment, 
of the manner in which it has been employed; though we death 
hear men continually expatiating on the uncertainty of life, Pursu 
and the awful certainty of death, yet strange inconsistency, tilicat 
how few do we behold whose conduct is influenced by these and it 
considerations. We know that life is a shadow, a morning liable 
vapour ; we feel that the tenure by which it is held is not which 
subject to ourselves; yet we are continually extending our Ever a 
prospects towards the future, and the task which should f plea 
have been performed to day is trusted to the hoped for event ® sours 
of times over which we are conscious we may have no control.ie spr 
This vice of procrastination, though particularly incident to¥igorou 
tie season of youth, yet is observed to extend its influence toWith re 
those whom the hoary locks of lengthened years, proclaim§?atific 
fast verging towards the confines of eternity, and though infime mi 
both a fault which cannot be paliated, yet while in the former® lives 
it appears unpardonable folly, in the latter it wears the dis-#28 not 
gusting form of extremity of madness. It becomes the pro ith its 
vinee then of the divine, of the moralist, of the philanthropist #¢glecte 
to endeavour by every means in his power, to counteract thi#fady tri 
malady of the soul, the contagion of whose influence spreads 
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disease through every degree of society ; and which in pro- 
are portion to its continuance, is enabled more successfully to re- 
oly sist the operations of skill. In youth we are accustomed to 
iles delay. We flatter ourselves that the time will come when 
self leisure or convenience will better enable us to perform our 
get- duty than the present, and think that our age entitles us to 
pro- defer, whatever the calls of sensual pleasure, or the indul- 
hich gence of vicious inclinations urges us to wish to be deferred. 
and | The folly of this is apparent. ‘Time rolls on, and the mind 
‘becomes distracted and overwhelmed by the aecumulating 
ater weight of plans unfinished, and duties unperformed. Let it 
nort. | moreover be suggested, that the bloom and fire of youth is no 
this, barrier against the chilling blasts of death, and even the vi- 
-eall gour of manhood cannot shield the bosom from his dart. If 
eter- then there is any desiga which will conduce to our happiness 
me is here or hereafter, let us not delay, but seize the present mo- 
count ment, before time shall bave deadened the vigour of effort, or 
hh we death prevented the power of performance. Each in the 
. life, Pursuit of pleasure is indefatigable ; there 1s no sensual gra- 
ency. ulication which any consideration will induce us to delay, 
these and it is only in affairs which counteract these that we are 
rning liable to procrastinate. But if in the pursuit of gratifications 
is not Which are generally vicious, and always transitory, we are 
» our ever active, how much more so should we be in the provision 
hould of pleasures which no incident can destroy, and which will be 
event® source of continual enjoyment when age shall have relaxed 
mntrol. ge springs of passion, and entirely precluded the power of 
lent toWigorous exertion. These are the pieasures ofa mind resting 
nce toWith religious and holy hope on the prospects of eternity ; the 
pelaimg?atifications of a conseicnce not harrowed by the remorse of 
ugh infime mispent. « As he who lives longest,” says the Rambler, 
‘ormer® lives but a little while, every man may be certain that he 
re dis-#28 no time to lose. The duties of life are commensurate 
e pro#ith its duration, and every day brings its task, which, if 
ropist glected, is doubled on the morrow. But he that has al- 
et thideadly trifled away those months and vears in which he should 
reads 
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have Jaboared, must remember that he now has only a part 
of that of which the whole is little, and that as the few moe 
ments remaining are to be considesed as the last. trust of 
heaven, not one is to be lost.”” The folly of these victims of 
procrastination is ably displayed by the Latin Satirist, and 
his advice worthy to be imprinted on the heart of every in- 
dividual. 
Sapere, aude, 
Incipe. Vivendi recte, qui, prorogat horam 


Rusticus expectat, dum defluat amnis; at ille 
Labitur, et labetur, in omne volubilis evum. ‘Hor. 


Begin, be bold, and venture to be wise. 

He who defers his work from day to day, 

Does on a river’s bank ex pecting stay, 

Till the whole stream which stop’d him should be gone 
Which runs, and as it runs forever will run-on. Cowter. 


Now, in the commencement of a new year, isa time pecu. 
liarly suited to the commencement of a new and virtuous 
eourse of life. Let us then not defer to the future what it is 
incumbent on us now to perform. Let us recollect that 
every moment of life has its duties. Jf those moments are 7 
well employed, if those duties are well performed, they wil] | 
never fail to produce those effects, which will render life 
happy here, and render us fit to enjoy the happiness of a life 
hereafter. 

B. 
New-Fork. 
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FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


On Liberality of Sentiment. 
No. III. 


A third cdnsideration which should promote the exereise 
of a charitable disposition, in the interpretation of the con- 
duct of others, is, that we do not always rightly know our-' 
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selves, and are very apt to be deceived as to our own tempers. 
How we might be affected, were we differently situated is 
very difficult for us to determine. One may in secret say to 
himself, «s J thank God I am not as other men are—lI partake 
not of those vain and sinful pleasures, in whieh others delight 
to mingle.” But can he say, were he otherwise placed 
that he would have the same feelings? And if he eould, 
dare he reply, that he is more holy than his neighbour? Dare 
he say that there are not in his conduct, spots and wrinkles, 
quite as deforming as those which, in his estimation, destroy 
all beauty and soundness in the charaeters of others ? 

Those in ebseure and humble walks, may, and no doubt, do 
very often think sineerely, that were they elevated in their 
standing, and surrounded by the abundance which their neigh- 
bours possess, they would make much better use of al) they 
enjoyed. “But experience has long since showu the emptiness 
of all such reasonings and conclusions. ‘The fact has again 
and again been made obvious, that those who have been raised 
from indigenee and obscurity have often become the most 
overbearing and mean. 

The sum of this whole matter is here. God in his wise 
providence has seen proper to permit different orders in soci- 
ety,—different circles of association—different eapacities— 
different pursuits—different constitutions of mind, and he has 
unequivocally declared that he will finally judge all men ac- 
cording to their conduct in their respective stations and du- 
ties. Hence, therefore, it becomes us fo judge nothing beforc 
the time, when we shall be enabled to know the just dealings 
of Ciod, 

A further consideration calculated to enforce the eultiva- 
tion of liberality of sentiment, is the mischief which is always 
produced where this principle is not cherished. Where the 
spirit of bigotry and intolerance prevails, the Christian system 
is stripped of its loveliness of aspect. Its subjects bitter, 
morose, and gloomy, seem not to belong to a mild and amia- 
ble master: but te be eviginating plans directly opposed to the 
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design of the Gospel. Religion under this form seems un- 
friendly to all the fond charities of life, which the Saviour 
taught by his example, and which the Apostles inculcated 
when they enjoined upon believers to be courteous. 

The absence of this virtue caused the bloodshed, the con- 
fusion and woe which darkened the age of the reformation. 
The subject of toleration, the rights of conscience were not 
rightly understood. Men had but recently emerged from 
the gloom and ignorance of the dark ages, aud the sun of 
science and refinement had not sufficiently illuminated the 
understanding. When one denomination came into power, 
persecution was considered the lawful mode of putting down | 
what was pronounced, heresy. History has informed us, with 
what fury the Papal power was exerted. When the Protes- 
tant. Episcopal Church predominated, with sorrow do we read 
that she also brandished the swerd. But while we lament 
over this fact, we have the fullest evidence for our consola- 
tion, that she has from that day to the present manifested a 
less persecuting disposition than any sect which has ever had 
power in its hands. The Puritans of the Reformation, and 
their descendants, did not learn forbearance under the smart- ' 
ings to which they were exposed. For no sooner had they 
the reins of government in their grasp, than they drove with 
fury over the heads of those below them. When ultimately 
overcomes and they had sought a retreat in this country, 

«‘ then a howling wilderness.”’ where they might enjoy liberty 
of conscience, and worship God in their own way, even then, le 
strange as it may appear, they were so unmindful of religious 
freedem, that whoever differed from them was doomed to the 





#h 


severest and most ignominious punishment. ‘This fact is sus- 
ceptible of the mest abundant proof. And it may here be 
observed, that those who cry most loudly for the prevalence 
of liberality and charity, are often the most furious bigots.— 
The early ecelesiastical history of this country, will land to 
posterity unquestionable testimony to justify these assertions. 
The mischief whieh results at the present day from the 
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want of true liberality of sentiment, is not only unreasonable 
censure, but the most glaring inconsistency. And the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church suffers her portion of the evil. — 
When she insists upon the necessity of an external call, and 
appointment to constitute a valid ministry, she is accused of 
narrowing the way to Heaven. And yet, the very men who 
bring this accusation, say, that we make the terms of salva- 
tion too easy by inviting improperly to the holy communion, 
and by not excluding from baptism, many who desire to enter 
the Christian Church. When we urge our conscientious be- 
lief, and our arguments to show, that, the Church is one, 
and of Apostolick authority, we are accused of bigotry,—of 
narrowing the path of salvation. But when we contend that 
Christ offered himself a ransom for allvwhen we maintain in 
opposition to the doctrine of absolute election, with the 
Apostle, that Christ is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, that he tasted death for every man, we are then charged 
with making the road to Heaven much teo wide. 

Such are some of the inconsistencies in which men are in- 
volved through a want of liberality, and a proper understand- 
ing of the words they employ. For bigotry does not consist 
in entertaining and supporting certain doetrines, but in an 
unwillingness, that others should have the same privilege. 
Christian charity is not violated in an open, a manly, and in- 
flexible belief and maintenance of what we honestly consider 
the truth. Churehmen embrace a certain system, and be- 
lieve in the importance of certain rites and insiitutions ; and 
consequently must suppose those wrong who differ from them; 
still this does not destroy personal respect and good will. It 
does not prevent them from the utmost caution in pronouncing 
judgment upon others. 


R. 














The Rev. Mr. Baldwin's Sermon. 


THE COUNSEL OF GOD: 


ef Sermon, delivered before the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of New-York, October 5th, 
4815. 
By THe Rev. Amos G. Batpwiy, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Utica. 


Aets xx. 27.—-I HAVE NOT SHUNNED TO DECLARE UNTO YOU ALL THE COUNSEL OF 


Gop. 


THE interview of St. Paul with the elders of the Ephesian 
Church was deeply interesting both to him and them. God 
had, chiefly by his iabours, planted his Church in that re- 
nowned city, the very throne of idolatry, and watered it with 
the precious dews of Heaven, till it became great and flou- 
vishing. The holy Apostle loved the Church with an ardour 
of affection exceeded only by him who gave himself for it, 
and he laboured assiduously night and day, to promote its 
growth and prosperity. A noble instance of his affection and 
eare for the Church of Christ is now before us. During his 
abode in Ephesus, which was about three years, he had 
faithfully fulfilled his ministry; and now passing near that 
eity, and knowing that Divine Providence would not direct 
his way thither again, and being hindered from visiting the 
Chureh then in person, he sent fer the Elders thereof, that he 
might give them a charge suitable to their official character 
and the cireumstances in which they were placed. His dis- 
course to them, and the scene at parting, are melting to the 
heart of sensibility. But amidst the pain of parting with be- 
loved friends and Christians, whom he should see no more 
on earth, and the solicitude felt for their final welfare, and 


the salvation of all the flock over which the Holy Ghost had | 


made them oversecrs, the Apostle was consoled with the con- 
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sciousness of his own integrity and faithfulness. In reviewing } chat 


his ministry he saw nothing that he should regret. He could 
appeal not only to God, but to them also among whom he had 
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gone, preaching the kingdem of God, as witnesses of the ree- 
‘titude of his conduct. 
stan Blessed Apostle! Happy also is every minister of Christ 
' 5thy — who can make the like appeal to the people of his charge, 
when called by the great bead of the Chureh to leave them 
and give an account of his mivistry. * Wherefore I take you 
to record this day, that I am pure from the bleod of all men. 
For I have not shunned to declare unte you all the counsel of 
EL OF 9God.” 
) Assembled, my Clerical Brethren, with our Brethren of 
iesian | the Laity, as Ministers of the Most High, to consult about 
God — the best means of advancing his glory ia the salvation of men, , 
ai re- and to animate each other in the arduous work whereunto we 
L with are ealled, an illustration of the words now read may not be 
| flou- thought unappropriate. To illustrate them fully, needs ins 
rdour | deed the tongue of an inspired Apostle, and much more time 
for it, | than is allewed a speaker on oceasions like this. I have not 
pie its Jaseended this place to day without solicitude; but I rely op 
on and | the eandour and sympathy of my respectable and venerable 
ng his | auditory. 
e had Tt shall be my endeavour to give a brief statement of the 
that | whole counsel of God concerning us, observing the proper 
direct | connexion of the several parts of the system of the true reli- 
ng the | gion, and econeluding with some observations deemed suitable, 
hathe | ‘The counsel of God concerning mankind ean be learaed 
acter | only inthe Holy Bible—the authenticity, credibility and in- 
lis dis- / spiration of which ave proved by every argument which the 
to the | nature of these subjects admits. 
ith be- | The sacred Seriptures heing the infallible record of Divine 
» more | Truth, it may be interesting to us to point out occasionally 
re, and the agreement between our public standards and that record. 
st had} But before giving the statement now proposed, it.is proper 
e con- | that we should take a view both of the Divine and humar 
iewing | character, as the counsels of God result from the peculiari- 
» could } ties of his character, and the reasons of them are founded on 
he had} our owa. ‘To understand the divine counsels concerning us 
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Wiew 
we must then have a correct knowledge of God and of our- pnd | 
selves. By to 

Though the light of nature may discover the being, and) Me 
many of the attributes of God, it cannot make him fully divine 
known; and it is from revelation only that we obtain those ry, 
distinct ideas of his nature and perfeetions, which are the & 4 P 
foundation of our dearest hopes. He, who dwells in light in- P™P 
accessible to us, has revealed himself, not only as the Great him 
First Cause, Preserver, and Governour of all things, posses-/) 4 P! 
sed of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; but as existing #""5¢ 
also in a three-fold manner; one God, and yet a Father, a Mich 
Son, and a Holy Ghost, coequal and coeternal. The doctrine! Ov: 
of three persons in one Jehovah is fully and distinetly reveal- 285 ¢ 
ed in the word of God. In this one name of the Father, the " It w: 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, we are commanded to be baptised efore 
by him who is “ the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” This ®?¢S 
doctrine lies at the foundation of the system of the true reli- @¢Y ): 
gion, and from it results all the characteristics of that system.® 

Concerning man, I observe, that God has made him the 
image of his own eternity. Our existence will run parallel 
with the duration of our Creator. Of what value then is the 
soul? Who can estimate its worth? To what shall it be com- 
pared? The materia! universe, which shall grow old and va- 
nish away, dwindles into insignificance, when compared with 
the soul of man that shall exist for ever / 

Yet ever-during man is fallen, depraved, and perishing in 
sin. He is fallen from his original rectitude, and has lost the 
similitude of God after which he was made, and the divine 
favour in which he stood. Every one inherits from the de- mself, 
generate first parents of mankind a radical taint, so that each, grater 
as the Church maintains, “is of his own nature inclined to | all ¢ 
evil.” «* The carnal mind,” man in his natural state, « is! 
enmity against God.” All having sinned are under condem- 
nation by the righteous sentence of Almighty Ged. Ina! 
word, the whole world is lost, and no man ean redeem his ~ 
soul, nor give to God aransom for it. This sad, affecting 
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wiew we should take of ourselves. The serious, humbling, 
‘end alarming conviction of our depravity and ruin, is necessa- 
Ry to produce earnest inquiry, How can we be saved? 

and. Man, though radically depraved and lost, is an object of 
fully divine merey ; and probably because his fall, though volun- 
hose tary, was effected by the insiduous and malignant suggestions 
» the Of a powerful foe, by whom God saw fit to suffer him to be 


our 


tia: mpted. Besides (and this is the ehief reason) God will get 
\ neat himself great glory in the salvation of sinners. 

sses-)) 4 plan of redemption for fallen man was formed in the 
sting @Punsels of divine wisdom and love—a plan, the revelation of 
| 5 ; bd 4 ° > . 2 . . 
or, a hich displays the all-sufficieney and infinite perfections of 


trine#ebovah, and fills both Heaven and earth witb the sublimest 
veal- ngs of thanksgiving and praise. 
*, the It was distinctly intimated to the first offenders in Eden, 
tised Wfore their expulsion from the sacred garden, and their 
‘This MPCs excited of obtaining a better paradise than that which 
 pe]j- fey had lost. So soon asa Saviour was needed, he was both 
stem, Browised and prefigured ; and the knowledge of him then 
n the #2 Bever became quite extinct in the world. The know- 
valley We which the Gentile nations possessed of the way of life 
is the #8 however at length ouly like the few last rays of the eve- 
-com-@8 twilight. Such was the darkness in which the world, 
id va- Pugh the boasted wisdom of men, was involved. And the 
i with @cime of morals had kept pace with the decrease of the 
Bowledge of God. Being fallen into the most stupid idolatry, 
ing in P were filled also with all unrighteousness. 
st the #2 Judea the true God was better known, and his name 
livine Htc? hallowed. T’o that nation whom God separated to 
e de- Mell, he, from time to time, opened, enlarged and il- 
each, §irated the plan of redemption, and shadowed it forth 
sd 2 | all the institutions which he gave them. Yet that 
‘is 'te Bhiy favoured people had in general lost the spirit of their 
dem- @'¢4 institutions, and corrupted the word of God by their 
tie fbe glosses and interpretations. 
hig In this wretched state of the whole world in respect to 
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piety and morals, and when mankind had rendered themselvg 
most deserving of the wrath of God, he, as though his cong of 
passions increase in the proportion of our unworthiness, se@l qh 
his eternal Son, who is an effulgence of his glory, and an exals gin 
image of his substance, to assume the human nature, . thi yi. 
mankind might be delivered from sin, be reunited to thé pre 
great Creator, and again live to his glory. ** Without eo ela 









troversy,” as an holy Apostle of the word inearnate affirm wij 
“ great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in ti sins 
flesh.” ; his 

Jesus of Nazareth, while on earth, exhibited ample pra mei 
of his supreme dignity and perpetual rectitude. « The Wd Tes 


was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld & mis 
glory,” says an Evangelist, « the glory as of the only beg? fere 
ten of the Father) full of grace and truth.” God hims@ doce 
also, in the hearing of many witnesses declared him his Sof we | 
and commanded the whole world to hear him. Jesus by hi that 
self and his Apostles and Evangelists finished the revelati@ fere 













of the divine will which began to be published in Eden. (|) to ¢ 

But to reveal the counsels of Ged, and to set us an examp man 
that we should follow his steps, were not the only nor chi Hi 
objects of the appearing of the Son of God on earth; thoug the 
this is maintained by many who call themselves his discipl@ on t 

God, who anciently revealed his will to the fathers by (§ sin « 
Prophets, could have continued to speak to mankind in (§ tabe 
same manner and declare their whole duty, had this al@ it ox 
been sufficient to meet their wants. But sinners need not! says 
much to hear a more perfect law promulgated, as to be @ that 
livered from the penalty of that law which they have traf to ex 


gressed, and restored to the favour of their offended sof with 
reign. The promulgation of a most perfeet Jaw, unacco® bdlooe 
panied with any information concerning the taking away) 3n on 
sin and its penalty, would have, perhaps no other effeets ti on 
to fill them with additional terrours and discourage them f@ press 
making any attempts to please a master whose requisiti@ with 
were se disproportioned (o their ability. P hisr 
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msely™ The Son of God did, therefore, divest himself of the form 
his cong of God, and assume the human nature, not so much to reveal 
B58 i. the whole counsel of God, and be our example, as to take away 
an €Xal sin hy the sacrifice of himself. A suffering Saviour was pro- 
ré, Ui ised to the first parents of mankind and to the Patriarchs ; 
lo th® prefigured by sacrifices; predicted by the Prophets, and de- 
out CO. elared by himself and his holy Evangelists and Apostles. 
affirm Without the shedding of blood, there could be no remission of 
st int® sins. « Thisis my blood of the New Testament,” said he to 
his Disciples, when instituting a rite to perpetuate the re- 

ve pra? membrance of his death, “This is my blood of the New 
he W@ Testament, which is shed for you and for many, for the re- 
‘held H mission of sins.”” ‘That Christ by his death, voluntarily suf- 
ly begé fered, made a full atonement for the sin of the world, is a 
himsé doctrine so plainly and largély taught.in the Holy Bible, that 

his Sof we may well be surprised to hear it denied by any whv receive 
by “a that book as the revelation of God. « Christ hath oncé suf- 


»velati@® fered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
n. |) to God.” « By the grace of Ged he tasted death for every 


exami Man.” 

or chi He offered the sacrifice of himself on the eross, and before 
 thoug the presence of God in Heaven; as the Levitical High Priest, 
liscipl@ on the solemn yearly expiation, first killed the animal for the 
s by (§ sin offering, and then carried his blood into that part of the 
«1 in (@ tabernacle, which was an emblem of Heaven, and sprinkled 
iis al@ it on and before the mercy seat. “ But Christ being come,” 
ed noi says the Apostie, contrasting the efficacy of his blood with 
to be @ that which prefigured him, « a High Priest of good things 
ve traf’ to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not nrade 
led sof’ with hands, that is to say, not of this building, neither by the 
naceoe blood of goats and calves; but by his own blood he entered 
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us.”? Christ having presented his body before the 
presence. of God in Heaven, bearing the marks of violenee 
with which he suffered on earth, was invited by God to sit on 
his right hand; and saluted by him an High Priest after the 
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order of Melehizedee. This illustrious man was both king 
of Salem, and Priest of the Most High God. Christ, accord. — 
ing to the prediction of the Prophet,. sits a Priest on hig Se 
throne. His priesthood being unchangeable, and his throne 
eternal, he is able to save and govern them to the uttermost 
that come unto Ged by him. 

Christ solemnly assured his Apostles, who were grieved 





at the thought of his leaving them, that it was expedient for ) Pie 
them, that he should ascend to his Father. And wherefore high 
expedient? « If I go not away, the Comforter will not come ive tu 
to you; but if I depart I will send him unto you.” i «a the 
The prevailing influences of the Holy Ghost on the minds/ f rae 
and hearts ef men, are as necessary to their salvation as the th oir 
incarnation and atonement of the Sonof God. As none, save us, by 
the Son of God, could make atonement for sin ; so none, save sn the 


the Holy Ghost, can break its power and renew the depraved © be, li 
heart of fallen man. This is the peculiar work of the third) 2 | 
person in the Godhead ; as Christ has himself most solemnly ) chan; 
averred ; * Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be | tS 
born again, he eannot see the kingdom of God.” He explains 
his meaning, by saying, that a man must be born of water 
and of the spirit, *‘ water being an emblem of the purging | 
effects of the Spirit.” 

This doctrine of the prevailing influences of the Holy Spi- | 
rit, is found throughout the Seriptures. ‘Take a single pas- 
sage from the Prophets. « A new heart also will I give you, | 
and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I will take away § 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you aw heart 7 
of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shalji keep my judgments, and © 
do them.” And St. Paul says, * You hath he quickened,) =p, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 





a 

This doctrine breathes also throughout all our offices and on 
liturgy—We acknowledye that * all holy desires, all good) 4, p 
counsels, and all just works proceed from God, without) 4 4; 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy. We pray that God 9 aoy; 








The Rev. Mr. Baldwin’s Sermon. QF 


oe will cleanse the thoughts of our hearts, by the inspiration of 

his his Holy Spirit; that he will endue us with the grace there- 

Sate of, to amend our lives according to his holy word; and that 

— we, who lean only on the hope of his heavenly grace, may 
evermore be defended by his mighty power.” 

ae The influences of the Holy Spirit, are the chief of those 


_ gifts which Jesus Christ died to purchase, and ascended on 
high to receive for the rebellious children of men; and they 
are infinitely necessary for the rise and progress of religion 
. » | inthe soul. They, like the solar light in the kingdom of na; 
ol ture, enlighten, enliven, and comfort all who feel and cherish 
ond their operation. And till a right spirit be renewed within 
~ © ae, by the eperation of divine grace, we have no part nor lot 
ave in the future inheritance of the children of God. We may 
ed _ be, like the amiable youth whom Jesus loved, not far from 
aivd ) the kingdom of Heaven, but we cannot see it, unless this 
nly change be wrought in us. Consequently no dectrine is more 
1 be a fundamental or of greater importance ia the system of the 
10S |) true religion ; and none should be more frequently taught by 
‘ter us; more amply illustrated, and more strongly enforced: and 
NS it should be most cordially embraced by all, who look for 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But as the influences of the Holy Spirit are not irresistable 
in their operation on the minds and hearts of men; as human 
°U, | eo-operation must be blended with the work of the Spirit, in 
"*Y ) producing a radical, entire, and progressive renovation in 
art 5 man, repentanee, faith, and obedience must be urged with alk 
you the strength of argument and force of persuasion, of which 
ind | we are masters. 
ed, | Repentance, with the preaching of which our blessed Lord 

j began his ministry, (mcta-noia,) is that renovation whieh I have 
ind / been describing, with this difference only ; this word is used 
Dod » to point out the part which man acts in his own conversion. 
but | It literally signities «a ehange or alteration of mind, and 
rod consequently of conduct or behaviour, from evil te good 
But man cannot work out this change in his own strength. 
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Faith, therefore, relies on the atonement of Christ, and 
receives the grace which he has purehased. It exclaims, « 0 
Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.” 

From this change so wrought in man and so preserved and 
advanced, springs sincere and universal obedience to God. 
‘¢ We are his workmanship,” says the Apostle, “ created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordain- 
ed that we should walk in them.” 

We are accountable to God, and must carry forward our 
views to a never ending state of most righteous retribution. 
God has given us the most solemn assurances that his pur- 
poses in the creation of the world will one day be accomplish- 
ed, when he shall! dissolve the present frame of things, raise 
the dead, and award every man according to the deeds done 
in the body. The sentence of that day will be final and eter- 
nal. 

In giving a brief statement of the whole counsel of God, it 
must neither be forgotten nor overlooked, that God has es- 
tablished his Church as a mediam through which in general 
to communicate to men the needful blessings of his salvation. 

The Chureh of God has long existed. If we trace its his- 
tory, we shall find that it originated in the family of Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful. God ever had from the be- 
ginning acceptable worshippers, an holy peopic, as he has now 
perhaps in every nation, some that fear him and work righte- 
ousness. But previous to the calling of Abraham he had not 
an assembly of ‘men separated from the rest of mankind, and 
organized on the principle of visible unity, to whom he gave 
peculiar rites and made special promises. But now, when 
the true religion was fast deelining, and idolatry and vice 


every where increasing, God visited the earth to take out of 


the nations a people for his name, and made provision for the 
continuance and increase of the saered society. By the mi- 
nistry of Moses, the Church was more completely organized 
and established. But when the Mosaic economy had answer- 
ed the end for which it was established, it was removed by 
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Jesus Christ, the Heir and Lord of all things, and the Gospel 
dispensation substituted in its place. The Gospel dispensa-” 
tion is the Church of God, organized at first in the family of 
the Father of the faithful, and now erected on a more enlar- 
ged plan, so as to comprehend believers of all nations. The 
Church of God has, ever since its establishment, been the 
eneral birth place of Saints, and the nursery of Heaven.— 
And of Zion it shall be said, this and that man was born in 


' Ther; and the Highest himself shall establish her.” The 
thief means which God has employed in the establishment, 
|@ontinuance, and enlargement of his Church, next to the 


Sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, is the ministry of 
men. 

Of the ministry and ordinances of the Christian Church, 
which were instituted by Jesus Christ, I can only observe, 
hat they have ever been essential to the very existence of 
the Church, as an organized body, and the purity of them te 
te well-being of the body of Christ. 

) If we will now review the system of the true religion, we 
iall perceive it to be one grand, connected, harmonious whole, 
qually conducive to the glory of God and the happiness of 
ien. The plan of redemption is worthy of the Supreme 
Being ; how worthy then of our acceptation! We must em- 
brace the whole and every pxrt of it, in order to receive all 
te moral and temporal benefits, and the eternal blessedness, 
Phich it is designed to procure. Millions are benefitted by 
the Gospel in the present life, who will have their damnation 
aggravated in the future, for having rejected its saving power. 

My Clerical Brethren, the station whieh we hold in the 
Church, is of the greatest dignity and importance. We are 
Ministers of the Lord—Pastors of the flock which he has 
purchased with bis own blood. To us is committed the inte- 
Fests of the Redeemer and his redeemed. What weighty 
®ligations lie on us to be faithful to the trust committed to 
is? 


) To discharge our duties with fidelity and profit, we particu- 
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\worldl 






larly need both a theoretical and practical knowledge of all’ 
the counsel of Ged, which we are to declare. On no preten. q 
ces whatever, must we keep back any thing that is profitable ” 
to the people of our charge. “ We must rightly divide the : , 
word of truth, giving to each his portion in due season.” But Hooking 
how can we do this, if we have not a practical acquaintance *?P tres 
with the truth? Can we teach others all that counsel which 
we ourselves have not been taught of God? Can we direct 
them in the path of life, and suit our instructions to the vari- 
ous circumstances of the Christian walk, while we stand onl 
as way-marks to point toward the road that leads to it? Wy “Sea 
must go before our flocks in the way, or we shall perhaps’ ge a 
cause more to wander and perish, than we shall guide, pro... yl 
tect, andsave. Should any perish through our ignorance org With he 
earelessness, how great will be the blood guiltiness ? If after to admi 
preaching to others, we shall be cast away—ah! who can mpd, re 
endure sucha thought. Let us have always imprinted o/7 xp bern 
our hearts that solemn declaration of God, “I will be sane "i jud 
tified in them that come nigh me.” Let the hearts of our ©; scab 
Brothers* also, who are about to receive the imposition off > °*Y° 
hands, be touched with a sense of its extent and importance out and 
fiy Brothers, though the work on which you are enterin 
be weighty and important, and the ablest ministers of Chris 
have cause enough to exclaim, “ Who is sufficient for thes 
things?” yet it is pleasant and delightful to those who ar 
deeply interested in the glory of God and the salvation o which « 
men, and are wholly given to the business of their sacred aud ie 
office. To turn sinners to righteousness; to advance Chriss ite x 
tians in the divine life; to comfort them with those corsolay ct till 
tions wherewith God has comforted us: to administer to the a the cari 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation; to take sweet coun | 
























the wall: 


oy The fi 
sel together as we go on the way to the Jerusalem which ig, | site 
above ; to walk together with our respeetive flocks as hei tans tone’ 
of giory—to discharge, in short, with fidelity and zeal ou ten ther 


high duties as Ambassadors for Christ and Stewards of th 
mysteries of God, is productive of pleasures of which th 


* The Rev. W. E. Wyatt, and the Rev. Stephen Jewett. ! 
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yworldling, whatever may be the nature and success of hig 
all spursuits, can have no adequate conception. While faithfully 
am fulfilling our ministry, we have joys of which the stranger to 
ble Our labours and our toils knows nothing. Deriving from the 
hel great Head of the Church divine support and consolation, and 
‘looking forward to that day when we, together with our re- 
spective flocks, shall be presented before the presence of God 
nes perfect in Christ Jesus, we forget our toils, we overcome the 
= world, regarding alike its smiles and its frowns, and soar away 
to the bosom of our God. May these pleasures, my Breo- 

?thers, ever be yours. To enjoy them you must be faithful to 
aly your consciences, te your flocks, and to your God, to whose 
wi ‘holy keeping we Commend you. 

oll My Brethren, we are not only to preach the word of God 
rT with fidelity and zeal, and to hallow his name in our lives, but 
"\to administer also the ordinances and discipline of his house, 
Jand preserve the purity of our eommunions. On our eareful- 
ness to reecive fit persons only to the holy communion, and 
Dthe judicious exercise of discipline, depend very much the 
4 honour and prosperity of the Church. * [fthe salt have lost 
his savour, it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
} out and to be trodden under foot of men.”’ 
The present state of the world, calls for increased exertions 
. mirom the friends of religion. The present troubles haye a 
‘strong tendency to harden the hearts of men, and cause them 
Dito err fromthe ways of piety and virtue. The Watchmen on 
| the walls of Zion should, therefore, be awake to the dangers 
|Which surround the holy city, and vigilant in repelling them, 
| a and securing her against the assaults of the enemy. ‘ Ye that 
a make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and give him no 
rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in 
‘the earth.” 

The fewness of our Clergy, and the unorganized and declin- 
ing state of the Church, in many parts of our country, are 
} matters of just lamentation. In the remote parts of this Dio- 
cess there ig a great want of Missionaries to seek and gather 
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{In the fo 


some of 


the dispersed sheep of Christ. Our Brethren then, who'ar | 
perishing for want of the word of life, are praying us, as the” 
man of Macedonia did Paul, « Come over and help us.” Ani i 


will we not hear them? Will we not eause the wilderness an/ { Ser 


which v 


: . ’ ipta 
the solitary places to be glad, rejoice, and exclaim, ‘ How ic 
beautiful are the feet of them, that preach the Gospel o!” vere 

Artic 


peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” 
My Fathers and Brethren, let us be united in sentiment and | 
in affection, and in our exertions to build and adorn the Chure} 
of the living God. Our Redeemer prayed for all that beliey 
in him, “ ‘That they may be one, as thou, Father, art in me 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the worl 
may believe that thou hast sent me.’”” May we all, bot\) 
Clergy and Laity, through the sanctifying influences of th: 
word, the Spirit, and the ordinances of God, be united to the 
Father, to the Son, and to each other, in the closest bonds o!7 


3 
a 
. 


2 


union and in the tenderest ties of affection ; and thus give ti 
the world that convineing evidence of the truth of our holy) out bod 
religion, by exhibiting its influence on our own hearts, whid{) goodnes 
shall command their assent, their reverence, and their hows and invi 
mage. 


Persons 

Holy Father, sanctify us through thy truth ; thy word igg the Son 
truth. 

Now unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sing 
in his own bloed, and -hath made us kings and Priests, unt@ 
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for eve? 
and ever. Amen. 
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do it by a Religion, and in a Church, as like him as may be 


without changes or alterations. 


WE serve a wise and unchangeable God ; and we desire 1 Acts : 
4 
{ 


Dr. Sovrn. 
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{In the following exposition of the Artieles, we have taken the liberty of omitting 


cuit . hg 

t] some of the Scriptural Authorities in the original, and adding occasional remarks 
te . . . ‘ 

w which will be distinguished by insertion between brackets. ] 
nt > 


Church of England, with a Practical Comment upon each 
Article; affectionately intended to promote Religious Peace 
nt, and Unity. 

rel BY SAMUEL WIX, A. M. 


ey ° ° 

<A Reclor of Inworth, in the County of Essex; and Vicar of St. 
& Bartholomew the Less, London. 

oth 7 r 

th: ARTICLE I. 

the OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY. 

5 Ol 


THERE is but one living and true God, everlasting, with- 
+4 out body, parts, or passions, of infinite power, wisdom, and 
a evodness, the Maker and Preserver of all things, both visible 
and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be three 
© Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity ; the Father, 
is the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 


SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 


There is a God. 





Genesisi. 1. In the begining God created the heaven and 
the earth. 

Psalm Ixxxvi. 9, 10. All nations whom thou bast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify 
thy name; for thou art great, and doest wondrous things : 
thou art Ged alone. 

Acts xvii. 22, 23. Then Paul steod in the midst of Mars 
Hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
| ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your 
| devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To the Un- 
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the dispersed sheep of Christ. Our Brethren then, who'ate 
perishing for want of the word of life, are praying us, as the 
man of Macedonia did Paul, «* Come over and help us.” And 
will we not hear them? Will we not cause the wilderness ant 
the solitary places to be glad, rejoice, and exclaim, « How 
beautiful are the feet of them, that preach the Gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things !’’ 

My Fathers.and Brethren, let us be united in sentiment, 
in affection, and in our exertions to build and adorn the Chureh 
of the living God. Our Redeemer prayed for all that believe 
in him, ‘That they may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me.”” May we all, both 
Clergy and Laity, through the sanctifying influences of the 
word, the Spirit, and the ordinances of God, be united to the 
Father, to the Son, and to each other, in the closest bonds of 
union and in the tenderest ties of affection ; and thus give to 
the world that convincing evidence of the truth of our holy 
religion, by exhibiting its influence on our own hearts, whieh 
shall command their assent, their reverence, and their ho- 
mage. 

Holy Father, sanctify us through thy truth ; thy word is 
truth. 

Now unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own bloed, and -hath made us kings and Priests, unto 
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


WE serve a wise and unchangeable God; and we desire to 
do it by a Religion, and in a Church, as like him as may be. 


without changes or alterations. 
Dr. Sourn. 


















































ho are 
as the 
> And 
ss ant 
‘ How 
spel of 


iment, 
yhureh 
believe 
in me, 
world 
, both 
of the 
to the 
ynds of 
vive to 
i holy 
which 
eit ho- 


vord is 
ur sins 


5, unto 
r ever 


sire to 


ay be. 


ITH. 
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[In the following exposition of the Artieles, we have taken the liberty of omitting 


some of the Scriptural Authorities in the original, and adding occasional remarks 
which will be distinguished by insertion between brackets. } 

Scriptural illustrations of the Thirty-Nine Artieles of the 

Church of England, with a Practical Comment upon each 


Article ; affectionately intended to promote Religious Peace 
and Unity. 


BY SAMUEL WIX, A. M. 


Rector of Inworth, in the County of Essex; and Vicar of St. 
Bartholomew the Less, London. 


ARTICLE I. 


OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY. 


THERE is but one living and true God, everlasting, with- 


out body, parts, or passions, of infinite power, wisdom, aad 


gvodness, the Maker and Preserver of all things, both visivie 
and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be tiree 
Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity ; the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 


SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
There is a God. 


Genesis i. 1. In the begining God created the heaven and 
the earth. 

Psalm Ixxxvi. 9, 10. All nations whom thou bast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify 
thy name; for thou art great, and doest wondrous things : 
thon art Ged alone. 

Acts xvii. 22, 23. Then Paul steod in the midst of Mars 
Hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To the Un- 
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known God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him 
declare I unto you. 

Revelations iv. 8. They rest not day and night, saying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come. 


T here is one God, living and true. 


Deuteronomy vi. 4 Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is 
is one Lord, 

Isaiah xliv.6. Thus saith the Lord, the King of Israel, 
and his Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts, I am the first, and Iam 
the last, and besides me there is no God. 

4 Cor. viii. 6. To us there is but one God. 

Acts. xiv. 15. We alsoare men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities 
unto the living God. 

4 Timothy vi. 17. Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 
but in the living God. 

John xvii. 3. This is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God. 


God is everlasting. 
Psalm xe. 2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 


God is without Body, Parts, or Passions. 
These are all properties peculiar to matter, and existing in 
man; but, 
Numbers xxiii. 19. God is not a man, that he should lie : 
neither the son of man, that he should repent. 
Luke xxiv. 39. A spirit hath not flesh and boncs ; but. 
John iv. 24, God is a spirit. 


God is of infinite Power, WW isdom, and Goodness. 
Deuteronomy x.17. The Lord your God is God of gods. 
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and Lord of lords; a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, 
which regardeth not persons, nox taketh reward. 


4 Chronicles xxix. 14,12. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty ; 
for all that is inthe heaven and in the earth is thine ; thine is 
the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. 
Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over 
all ; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand 
it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. 


Daniel ii. 20. Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the 
name of God for ever and ever; for wisdom and might are 
his. 

Romans xi. 33, 34. ©O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out. For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsel- 
lor? 

Romans xvi. 27. To God only wise be glory through Jesus 
Christ for ever. Amen. 


Exodus xxxiv. 6. And the Lord passed by before him, 
and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long suffering, and abundant in goodness and in truth. 

Psalm xxxiii. 5. The earth is full of the goodness of the 
Lord. 

James i.17. Every goed, and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of Lights. 


God is the Maker and Preserver of all Things, both visible 
and invisible. 


Isaiah xliv. 2%. Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, and 
he that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that 
maketh all things. 

Psalm xxxvi. 6. O Lord, thou preservest man and beast. 

Nehemiah ix.6. Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou 
hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, 
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the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all 
that is therein, and thou preservest them all. 


And in the Unity of this Godhead there be three Persons of one 
Substance, Power, anid Eternity; the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. 


fsaiah ix. 6. For unto usa child is born, unto us a son is 
given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty 
God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Matt. i.23. Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall eall his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us. 

John i. 1—3. Inthe beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and the word was God. ‘The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made that was made, 

John yi.62. What and if ye shall see the Son of Man as- 
eend up where he was before ? 

Ibid. xvi.15. All things that the Father hath are mine. 

Acts x. 36. The word which God sent unto the children 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, (he is Lord of all.) 

Romans ix. 5. Of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
eame, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 
Philippians iii. 20, 21. For our conversation is in heaven ; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ! Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby he is able even te subdue all things to himself. 

Colossians ii. 9. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. 

4 Timothy iii. 46. Without controversy great is the mys- 
tery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed 
on in the world, received up into glory. 

Hebrews i. Sce the whole chapter. 
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Ibid. xiii. 8. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. 

Revelations i. 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty. 

John x. 30. JTand my Father are one. 

Matt. i. 18. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this 
wise: when as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, be- 
fore they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Luke i. 35. And the Angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee. 

Luke iii. 21, 22. Now when all the people were baptized, 
it came to pass that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, 
the heaven was opened. And the Holy Ghost descended in 
a bodily shape, like a dove, upon him; and a voice came from 
heaven which said, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. 

John xvi. 26. The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in mysqame, he shall teach you 
all things. 

Acts v. 3,4 Peter said, Ananias, why hast Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of 
the price of the land? While it remained was it not thine 
own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? 
why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unte God. 

2 Peteri. 214. The prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of men; but holy men of Ged spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

4 John v. 7. For there are three that bear record in hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these 
three are one. 

Matt. xxviii. 18, 19. And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
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earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

2 Corinthians xiii.44. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with youall. Amen. 


PRACTICAL COMMENT. 


The preceding quotations from the Holy Scriptures, which 
are a few only of those which might be produced to the pur- 
pose, demonstrate the care of the compilers of the articles te 
form them according to the word of God. 

The proper meaning of Scripture is simply attempted to be 
conveyed. The being of God is asserted, his leading attri- 
butes and perfections are enumerated, and the mysterious doc- 
trine of the Trinity is professed. 

And this is done, not by any vague or uncertain deductions 
from human reasoning, but on the conceived testimony of the 
sacred writings. 

It is indeed possible that the meaning of these writings may 
be miseonceived ; but it is not probable, when we consider 
the goodness of God, that he should allow his creatures to be 
mistaken in matters wherein their dearest interests are most 
closely concerned ; and it is certain that holy, learned, and 
reflecting men have assented, after pious perusal of the word 
of God, to the several particulars which make up this first 
article. Assent to the former part, which treats of God and 
his Attributes, secms indeed to be unanimous; and, compa- 
red with the bulk of professing Christians over the world, 
there are indeed very few who do not believe in the ever bles- 
sed and glorious Trinity, three Persons and one God. 

It seems indeed searcely possible that any plain, honest 
man can read the passages which have been produced, and 
not perceive that divine characters are ascribed to the three 
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Persons, plainly and distinctly mentioned—Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. 

That the Father is God none dispute ; the Son is expressly 
declared to be God,* the powers of God are ascribed to him,t+ 
and he himself challenges this divine character. When 
Ananias lied unto the Holy Ghost, St. Paul reproved him, as 
lying not unto men, but unto God.§ And mention of the three 
Persons, in conjunction, is made, as well in the form recom- 
mended by our Saviour for baptism,|| as in the blessing where- 
with St. Paul concluded his second Epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans.4] 

That these three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, make but one God, is consistent with every declara- 
tion of Scripture asserting the unity of God. But the manner 
how they make up that great first existent and all-sufficient 
power, is not imparted unto us to know, neither does the Ar- 
ticle attempt to explain. It attempts only, with the greatest 
possible clearness, to place before us the sense, as marked 
out in Seripture, and there itleaves us.‘ The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God,” and « without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness ;” but «those things which 
are revealed belong unto us, and to our children for ever.” ** 


Let then the belief of God, and the consideration of his 
glorious attributes, lead us to acknowledge our dependent 
state upon our Almighty Creator, and to endeavour most 
humbly to imitate him in those perfeetions wherein he ean be 
imitated by us. We cannot imitate him in his infinite power 
and wisdom, nor can we approach near unto him in his infi- 
nite goodness. And yet are we commanded to be ‘ Followers 
of God as dear children;”’ and to « walk in love as Christ 


also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.’’}+ 


The whole tenor of the Scriptures, both of the Old and the 


| Matt. xxviii. 19. 
tt Ephes. v. 1, 2. 


* Johni. 1. 
# 2Cor. xiii. 14, 


Tt fhid.i. 3. + Rev.i. 8. § Acts v. 4. 
** Deuteronomy xxix. 29. 1 Tim ii. 16 
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New Testament, opens to our view the grandest scheme that 
it is possible for the human heart to conceive of divine mercy 
and unbounded goodness. Soon as man had fallen from the 
original state of innocence in which the Almighty bad mer- 
cifully created him, the promise of a Saviour was made, who 
should reinstate him into a capacity of eternal bliss, com- 
mensurate with his fondest hopes.* Various were the types, 
the ceremonies, the sacrifices, which prefigured the coming 
of our Saviour. In due time the Saviour of the world ap- 
peared, in the brightness of his Father’s glory ;} though, for 
a time, his divinity was obscured under the veil of humanity. 
He illustrated the goodness of the divine economy respeeting 
the salvation of man, and confirmed his own benevolent pre- 
cepts by the blessed example he left, in record of a life passed 
in doing good to his enemies, as well as his friends. Behold 
here, disinterested beneficence, worthy of our imitation ; be- 
hold here, the infinite power of God that could purify the 
sinner, and accomplish his salvation; behold, the ineffable 
wisdom and justice of God. and let man learn to be humble in 
his own eyes, and charitable towards his fellow-creatures ! 
We are biessed with a Revelation, which, on authority that 


elaims from manthe devoutest attention, makes mention of 


three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and at the 
same time establishes the unity of Ged. Let us beware, 
therefore, lest we be deceived through the vain words of man’s 
knowledge, and be led to exalt our weak and limited under- 
standings to depress Revelation. Let us acknowledge the 
glory of the eternal Trinity; and, in the power of the Divine 
Majesty, worship the Unity. Although it would ill become 
us to attempt to explain the manner of this mysterious doc- 
trine, which God, in his infinite wisdom, hath been pleased 
to reveal to us, yet we may be allowed devoutly to meditate on 
the several offices of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
as accomplishing the great work of man’s redemption. God 


* Genesis iii. 15. { Hebrews i. 3. 
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ihe Father sent his only begotten Son into the world, “ that 
we might live through him, and to be the propitiation for our 
sins:"’* God the Son was manifested * that he might destroy 
the works of the Devil;”’+ and “if any man sin, we have’? 
fin him] ** an advocate with the Father: and he is the pro- 
pidation for our sins; and not for our’s only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.”t God, the Holy Ghost, teacheth 
us in spiritual wisdom,§ and itis « by the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost that we are saved.’’\| With Seripture, then, as 
our guide, Jet us hold fast the profession of a true faith, let 
us acknowledge this great mystery of godliness, this great 
salvation that is wrought for us, and let us, bewailing our 
lapsed state, devoutly pray, « O holy, blessed, and glorious 
Trinity, three persons, and one God, have merey upon us, 
miserable sinners.”’ 


ARTICLE fi. 


OF THE WORD, OR SON OF GOD, WHICH WAS MADE VERY MAN 


THE Son, which is the word of the Father, begotten from 
everlasiing of the Father, the very and eternal God, of one 
substance with the Father, took man’s nature in the womb of 
the blessed Virgin, of her substance; so that the whole and 
perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, 
were joined together in one person, never to be divided ; 
whereof is one Christ, very God and very man, who truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to reconcile his Fa- 
ther fo us, and to be a sacrifice, not ouly for orignal guilt. 
but also for actual sins of men. 
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The Son is the Word of the Father. 


John i.1. In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God, and the word was God. 

Johni 14. And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father.) 

Heb. 1. 5. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me 
a son. 

2 John iii. Grace be with you, mercy and peace from 
God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the Father. 


The Son is begotten from everlasting of the Father. 


Micah v.2. But thou Bethlehem Ephratahk, though thou 
be litle among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be Ruler in Israel, whose 
goings forth have been frem of old, from everlasting. 

John xvii. 5. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee, before 
the world was. 

Heb. i.4, 2. God who at sundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, spake in time past unto the Fathers by the Prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he niade the 
worlds. 

4 Peter i. 20. Who verily was fore-ordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times 
for you. 

Rev. xxii. 18. Tam Aly 
the end, the first and the Jast.’ 


ya and Omega, the beginning and 
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The Sou is the very and ciernal God. 
Isaiah ix. 6. Unto usa child is born, unto usa son Is given; 


and the coyernment shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
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Tilustrations of the Thirty-Nine Articles. 48 


shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


Johni. 4. In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God, and the word was God, 


John xx. 28. And Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord, and my God. 

Rom. ix. 5. Of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 


The Son is of one Substance with the Father. 


Matt. xvi.16. And Simeon Peter answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

John i.18. Noman hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
deelared him. 

John viii. 16. Iam not alone, but I and the Father that 
sent me. 

John x. 30. ZT and my Father are one. 

John x. 38. That ye may know and believe, that the Fa- 
ther is in me, and I in him. 


John xvii. 114. Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one 
as we are. 

Heb. i.4—5S. Ged who at sundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, spake in time past unto the Fathers by the Prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds ; who being the brightness of his glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person ———— 


The Son took Mun’s Nature in the Womb of the blessed 
Virgim of her Substance, so that two whole and perfect 
Valures, that is to say, the Godhead and the Manhood, 

were joined together in one Person, never to be divided. 

whereof is one Christ, cery God, and very Man. 
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Gen. iii. 45. And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Isa. vii. 144. Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son., 

Luke i. 26, 27. And in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God unto a eity of Galilee, named Nazareth, 
to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David: and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

Luke i. 30—33. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, 
Mary; for theu hast found favour with God. And behold 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be 
ealled the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David. And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob fur ever; and of his hingdom there 
shall be no end. 

Gal. iv. 4. When the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman. 

Col. ii. 8,9. Beware, lest any man spoil you through pbi- 
losophy and vain deceit after the traditions of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ: For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

Heb. ii. 16. For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 

4 Tim. iii. 16. Without controversy, greatis the mystery 
of Godiiness, God was manifest in the flesh. 

4 Cor. viii. 6. Tous there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we in him; and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are ell things, and we by him. 

Revelations i. 17,18. And he laid his right hand upon 
me, saying unto me, Fear not; Iai the first, and the last; 
I am he that liveth, and was dead, and behold I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 

Rev. i. 5,6. Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and 
the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of 
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the earth. . Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
gins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for 
ever andever. Amen. 


Christ truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to re- 
concile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for 
original guilt, but also for actual sins of men. 


Isa. lili. See the whole chapter. 

Matt. xxvil. 26. When he had scourged Jesus, he deli- 
vered him to be crucified. 

4 Pet. iii. 18. For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh. 

Mark xv. 45—-46. - Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable 
counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, 
and went in boldJy unto Pilate, and eraved the body of Jesus. 
And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead; and calling 
unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been 
any while dead. And when he knew it of the centurion, he 
gave the body to Joseph. And he bought fine linen, and took 
him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a 
sepulechre, which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone 
unto the door of the sepulchre. 

4 Cor. xv. 3, 4. For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and that he was buried. 

2 Cor. v. 18,19. All things are of God, who hath recon- 
eiled us unto himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us 
the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them, and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. 

Col. i. 21,22. You, that were sometime alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he re- 
eonciled, in the body of his flesh through death, to present 
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you holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable in his sight. 

Heb. ix. 26—28. Now once in the end of the world hath 
he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And 
as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of ma- 
ny; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation. 

4 Cor. y. 7. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

4 John ii. 2. And he is the propitiation for our sins ; and 
not for our’s only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Tsa. lili. 6. All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath Jaid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 

John i. 29. The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. 


PRACTICAL COMMENT. 


The second Article is a continuation of the first. 

The first declared the being of God, asserted his glorious 
attributes, and made mention of the ever blessed and glori- 
ous ‘Trinity. 

In asserting the attributes of God, it conveyed to us the 
character, with which the Seriptures furnish us, of God the 
Father, whois the first Person in the Trinity. Weare now, 
in the order of the Articles, led to consider the nature of the 
Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity. 

Aud here we are presented with various properties and cha- 
vacters, which, if the Scriptures be true, we are bound to be- 
lieve, but which it is unnecessary to attempt to reconcile to 
our finite capacities. Indeed, to attempt to do so would be 
voluntarily to cutangle ourselves in all that uneertainty and 
contrariety of opinion which we find to prevail among those, 
who regardless of revelation, or unblest by it, vainly trust to 
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the powers of human reasoning for the discoveries of Divine 
truth. 

How unsatisfactory the discoveries, hence arising, Lave 
been, is plain to every reflecting person, as well fromthe un- 
certainty that prevailed among the best philosophers, of an- 
cient times, in regard to Divine matters, as from that unhap- 
py diversity of opinion, which still, undcr the Gospel, prevails, 
wherever the weakness of man’s reason is allowed to predo- 
ininate. 

Even the existence of one God, which now is tous most. 
eertain, afforded matter of frequent dispute among our fore- 
fathers. From the difference of opinion which prevailed as 
io his Nature and Attributes, the wisest men, after the most 
laboured researches, were led to bewail their ignorance.— 
Although they knew that there must be some Supreme Go- 
vernour of the world, and all its eoneerns, errour and uncer- 
tainty resulted from their inquiries, and the pride of man 
must be humbled when it is known, that, in the polished city 
of Athens, an altar waserected «To the Unknown God.”’* 

But, sinee the light of the Gospel hath shone upon the 
world, the first faint beams of which, indeed, begau to dawn 
upon the children of Israel, the mists of human errour have 
gradually dispersed. The true God is declared unto us in 
terms too clear to allow of mistake. Our duty, in this life, 
is pointed out most plainly, and our future state is clearly as- 
certained ; so that men, women, and eclildren, not the learned 
only, but those of the most ordinary capacities and attain- 
ments, who are instructed in the first rudiments of the Gos- 
pel, know more of God and their duty, and of a future ex- 
istencce, than the most acute philosopher, among the Pagans, 
was able to apprehend. 

Shall we not, then, most unfeignedly belicve, in all its parts, 
a revelation, which has thus dispersed the cloud of Pagan 
errour, and rent asunder the veil of human imbecility? In 


* Acts avii. 25 
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matters that concern our everlasting salvation, the Gospel is 
elear to all that are honestly disposed. And with respect te 
those things, in the word of God, that are hard to be under- 
stood, the tenor of the Gospel assures us, that if we endeavour 
to encourage a humble and teachable temper, our want of 
knowledge shall never rise up in judgment against us. 

We are plainly taught, in the New Testament, as we are 
reminded in the Article before us, that Jesus Christ is the 
Son, or the word of God ;* that he existed with his Father 
before the world was;; that be is very and eternal God ;} that 
he is of one substanee with the Father ;§ that he took man’s 
nature into the womb of the blessed Virgin;|) that in him 
dwelt the fulness of the Godhead bodily ;§ that he suffered 
and was crucified for us;** and that, through suffering, he 
became our propitiation. }} 

Why it pleased the Lord thus to wound him for our trans. 
gressions, thus to bruise him for our iniquities, thus to lay 
the chastisement of our peace upon him, and thus with bis 
siripes to heal us,tt it were bordering on presumption to in- 
quire. Let us rather rejoice in the blessed hope which the 
Gospel thus gives us, that, through the precious blood of 
Christ. we have received the atonement, and become reconci- 
Jed unto God.§§ « Behold,” in Jesus, «¢ the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sins of the world.”*!! 

Christ is declared in the Scriptures to have been delivered 
into wicked hands, and crucified and slain by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God. Accordingly, if we 
look into the Old Testament, we shall find the first intima. 
tion of the deliverance of mankind, by the sacrifice of Christ, 
f:om the power of sin, made, immediately as our common mo- 
iher had listened to the seducements of the deceiver, and 


* Matt. xi. 25. Johni. 1,14. 2 John iii. ¢ John xvii. 5, 6. + Rom. ix. 5. 


§ Matt. xvi. 16. John xvii. 11. | Matt. i. 18. q Colos. ii. 9. ** Matt 
xxvii. 26. 1 Pet. iii. 18. tt Romans iii. 25. ++ Isa, lun, 5. §§ Rom. 
v. 811. | John i. 29. 44 Acts u. 23. 
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aliured her husband to do so. “TI will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed, and her seed: it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.* 

Various are the intimations, which, in almost every page of 
the Old Testament, follow, of the divine atonement to be 
wrought for fallen man through Christ. The ceremonies and 
the sacrifices. of the old covenant, minute and numerous, pos- 
sess little in themselves calculated to engage our attention in 
the present day; but, considered as the forerunners of the 
last great sacrifice of the Son of God, they served to preserve, 
in the miuds of men, the necessity they stood in of a Redeem- 
er; and, in this view, the Christian knows that they have a 
powerful claim upon his devout attention. They remind him, 
through a series of ages, when he reads of the sacrifices of 
bulls and of goats, that the sacrifice of Christ was ultimately 
in view, and that they were themselves of importance only as 
they had referenee to the expiation wrought by his blood.— 
Considering the purification which the blood of these dumb 
animals wrought for those who looked beyond to the redemp- 
tion of the Messiah, the bumble Christian beholds his own 
helpless state without Christ ; and when he reflects on the 
purity of the Gospel, he will see that he is bound to purify 
his conscience from works, which, under the old covenant, 
were deserving of death. * Fer,” verily, if the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanetifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much 
more shali the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spi- 
rit, offered himself without spot to God, purge our conscien- 
ces from dead works to serve the living God.’’+ 

Let this great truth, then, which we are taught in the Gos- 
pel, be constantly present in our thoughts, « that the Son of 
God is become the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him ;”’+ « neither is there salvation in any other.’’¢ 
«s‘ Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 


* Gon. ti 1% t Heb. ix, 13, 14. 
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+ Ibid. y. 9. § Acts iv. 12. 
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that believeth.”* Whosoever,” saith St. Jobn, « shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, 
and he in God.”} And again: “If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be sa- 
ved.”’} 

These are texts of Seripture, level to the understanding of 
all, and abounding in comfort to the humble Christian, who 
rests his hopes on Christ, the sure and firm rock, the ever- 
lasting author of salvation. The divine truths which they 
convey to us, let us firmly believe, let us constantly profess. 

To guard us against errour in points which so nearly con- 
cern us, the compilers of the Articles have endeavoured te 
convey to us, in the Article which has just been considered, 








an epitome of the several particulars in the Scriptures con- 

nected with them. On comparison with the Scripture, we can | 
feel no hesitation in assenting to them ; and it will become us | 
to do so, in gratitude for what is made known to us, and in | 
freedom from the vain desire of explaining truths beyond the | 


point to which we are assisted by divine revelation. 


ARTICLE Il. 
OP THE GOING DOWN OF CHRIST INTO MELL, 


AS Christ died for us, and was buried, so also is it to be 
believed that be went down into hell. 


SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 





Psalm xvi. 10. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption, 


* Romans x. 4. +1 Johy iv. 15 + Romans x.% 
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Acts ii. 27. Because thou wilt not leave my soul in bell, 
either wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption. 

Acts ii, 81. He seeing this before, spake of the resurree- 
tion of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his 
Aes did see corruption. 


PRACTICAL COMMENT. 


Commentators have been divided in their opinions eoncera- 
ing the proper import of this Article. 

Some, by hell, have understood the place allotted for the 
reception of wicked spirits after this life. 

They who have embraced this notion have grounded it on 
the following passage of St. Peter: « For Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quicken- 
ed by the spirit. 

‘* By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison ; 

«‘ Which sometime were disobedient, when once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah.’’* 


[The learned Bishop Horseley, in his sermon en this pas- 
sage, rescues it from the common interpretation, and with 
great ability and erudition proves that it does not sanction the 
notion of the descent of Christ into 5:7, gehenna, the place 
ef torment. In the expression, * put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened by the spirit,” the prepositions iz and by be- 
ing not in the original, but supplied by ihe translaters, he 
considers the words * flesh” and § spirit” as placed in op- 
position to each other, and that the sense of the passage is, 
that Christ, as to his mortal part, his « flesh,”’ was dead, but 
as to his soul, his * spirit” was “ quickened,” was alive.— 
The word translated in * prison,” admits of being translaicd 


* 2 Pet. iii. 18, 19, 20 
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in “ safe keeping.” The expression, “ sometime disobedi- 
ent,”’ implies that they had been restored by repentance. 
Christ, therefore, in the interval between his death and his 
resurrection, went into the place of departed spirits, to preach, 
to proclaim to the penitent souls their preserved safely till 
the great day, the glad tidings of his victory over death and 
the grave. And the penitent souls of those who were “ some- 
time disobedient in the days of Noah,” are particularly na- 
med to denote, as Bishop Hersely conceives, the interest 
which the antediluvian saints had in the victories and triumphs 
of the Great Deliverer.] 


Others, perceiving that the Hebrew word in the Old Tes- 
tament translated hell, signifies also the grave, have consider- 
ed the word hell in the Article to signify nothing more than 
the grave. 

Thus, in the two passages, Gen. xxxvii. 55. “ I will go 
down into the grave to my son mourning.” Gen. xlii. 38. 
‘< If mischief befal Benjamin, then shall ye bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave ;” the word translated 
* grave,” is, in Psalm xvi. 40, and in other parts of Scripture, 
translated hell: «* Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ;” which 
words were prophetically spoken of Christ. 

Others, perceiving that the Greek words ’Es; «de, which we 
translate into hell, will bear either the sense, that Christ did 
descend into the invisible place allotted for the wicked, or that 
his soul descended simply to the place appointed, in common, 
for the souls of persons separated from the body, have adop- 
ted this latter sense, and conceive it to convey the certainty 
of Christ’s death by most effectually removing all doubt of his 
being, though to appearance dead, in a trance, or only under 
suspended animation, since, it being believed that his soul 
was actually separated from the body, and reccived into the 
place allotted for souls so separated, there can remain no 
shadow of doubt but he was truly dead. 

This opinion, it must be confessed, seems most plausible, 
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and derives considerable strength from the knowledge, that, 
in the ancient creeds, which mentioned the descent of Christ 
into hell, the fact of his burial, being included in his descent, 
was omitted. 

Our Church, with her usual moderation, hath imposed no 
determinate meaning to the Article; but, having recited the 
words of Scripture, hath left us to form our own conclusions. 
She founds the Article upon the words of the Psalmist, allu- 
ded to by St. Peter in the Acts: « He seeing this before- 
hand, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was 
not left in hell, neither did his flesh see corruption.”* 





There seems, in this verse, to be two particulars worthy of 
our attention; the one, that the soul of Christ was not left in 
hell; the other, that his flesh did not see corruption. That 


his soul was therefore sometime in hell, in the sense that the 


Scriptures intend, whatever that sense may be, our belief in 
the Seriptures authorizes us to profess; and that his flesh 
did not see corruption, we are, as will be considered hereaf- 
ter, assured in the testimony which the Evangelists give us oi 
his resurrection on the third day from the grave. 

It must be granted, then, that the compilers of our Articles, 
n drawing up a summary of the Christian Faith, wisely con- 
luded not to omit the mention of a particular, grounded ona 
assage of Scripture, and which, in this view, chailenges the 
umble assent of all, upon whom the light of the glorious 
ospel of Christ hath shone. (2 Cor. iv. 4.) 











-_ 


[The American Church, as appears fromihe rubric before 
e ereed, understands the descent of Christ into hell, of his 
escent not merely into the grave, still less into the place of 
rment, but into the place of departed spirits. The word hell, 
iough used for the place of torment, is also applied both iu 
ie Old and New Testament, to denote the invisible mansion 
departed souls. This Bishop Horseley incontestibly proves 


* Acts ii, 31. 
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in his sermon above quoted, and in his commentary on Hosea, 
particularly on the 43th chapter. «Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell,” was prophetieally said by David of Christ.— 
‘¢ This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise,” said Christ 
to the penitent thief. The soul of Christ, therefore, after his 
crucifixion, went not to Heaven, the place of final happiness, 
for thither he did not ascend until after his resurrection, but 
to « hell,” the place of the departed, where in «‘ Paradise,” 
the happy mansion of departed saints, he was accompanied by 
the soul of the penitent thief. He « descended,” saith the 
Apostle, (Eph. 4.) « to the lower parts of the earth.” This 
passage determines the locality of the abode of departed spi- 
rits, in the inner parts of the earth. 

That the souls of the righteous do not immediately after 
death go to Heaven, the place of final happiness, is also evi- 
dent from the circumstance that the rewards of Heaven are not 
assigned to them, until after the judgment at the last day. 
The happiness of Heaven also is a happiness of the body) 
as well as the soul, which the righteous cannot enjoy until] 
after the resurrection of the body, when « it is changed ol 
the image ef the glorious body” of their Redeemer. After 
death the souls of the righteous depart to Paradise, where i 
unspeakable j joy and peace they wait, to use the language o 
the Church in the burial service, for “ their perfect eonsum 
mation and bliss both in bedy and soul, in God’s eternal an 
everlasting kingdom.’’} 

(To be continued.) 





Intrepidity of Luther. 


When this great Reformer was summoned to appear befo 
the diet of Worms, his friends endeavoured to dissuade hi 
from going. But said he, «* I am lawfally called to appe 
in that city, and thither I will go in the name of the Lor 
though as many devils as tiles upon the houses were there a 


sembled against me.” 
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POETRY. 


From Montgomery's Poems. 


A DAUGHTER TO HER MOTHER, 
ON HER BIRTH-DAY, NOVEMBER 25. 


THIS the day to me most deat 
In the changes of the year: 
Spring, the fields and woods adorning, 
Spring may boast a gayer morning; 
Summer noon, with brighter beams 
Gild the mountains and the streams; 
Autumn, through the twilight vale, 
Breathe a more delicious gale : 
Yet though stern November reigns, 
Wild and wiutry, o’er the plains, 
Never does the Morning rise 
Half so welcome to mine eyes; 
Noontide glories never shed 
Rays so beauteous round my head ; 
Never looks the evening-scene 
So enchantingly serene, 
As on this returning day, 
When, in spirit rapt away, 
Joys and sorrows I have known, 
In the years for ever flown, 
Wake, at every sound and sight, 
Reminiscence of delight, 
Ali around me, all above, 
Witnessing a Mother’s love. 


Love, that wateh’d my early years 
With conficting hopes and fears ; 
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Poetry. 


Love, that through Life’s flow’ry May 
Led my Childhood, prone to stray ; 
Love, that still directs my Youth 
With the constancy of Truth, 
Heightens every bliss it shares, 
Softens and divides the cares, 

Smiles away my light distress; 
Weeps for joy, or tenderness - 

— May that Love to latest age 
Cheer my earthly pilgrimage ; 

May that love, o’er death victorious, 
Rise beyond the grave more glorious ; 
Souls, united here, would be 

One to all Eternity. 


When these eyes, from native night, 
First unfolded to the light, 
On what object, fair and new, 
Did they fix their fondest view ? 
On my Mother’s smiling mien ; 
All the Mother there was seen. 
When their weary lids would close, 
And she sung me to repose; 
Found I not the sweetest rest 
On my Mother’s peaceful breast ? 
When my tongue from hers had caught 
Sounds to utter infant-thought, 
Readiest then what accents came ? 
Those that meant my Mother’s name. 
When my timid feet begun, 
Strangely pleased, to stand or run, 
?T was my Mother’s voice and eye 
Most encouraged me to try, 
Safe to run, and strong to stand, 
Holding by her gentle hand. 


Time since then hath deeper made 
Lines, where youthful dimples play’d, 























Poetry. 


Yet tome my Mother’s face 

Wears a more angelic grace ; 

And her tresses thin and heary, 

Are they not acrown of glory? 
—Cruel griefs have wrung that breast, 
Once my Paradise of rest; 

While in these I bear a part, 
Warmer grows my Mother’s heart, 
Closer our affections twine, 

Mine with hers, and hers with mine. 
-—-Many a name, since hers I knew, 
Have I loved with honour due, 

But no name shall be more dear 


Than my Mother’s to mine ear. 















—Many a hand, that Friendship plighted, 


Fave 1 clasp’d, with all delighted, 
But more faithful none can be 


Than my Mother’s hand to me. 


Thus by every tie endear’d, 
‘Chus with filial reverence fear’d, 
Vlother ! on this day, tis meet, 
That, with salutation sweet, 

{ should wish you years of healtli, 
Worldly happiness, and wealth, 
And when good old age is past, 
Heaven’s eternal peace at last ; 
But with these I frame a vow 
For a double blessing now ; 

One, that richly shall combine 
Your felicity with mine ; 

One, in which with soul and voice, 
Both together may rejoice ; 

O what shal! that blessing be ? 
—Dearest Mother ! may you see 


AlN vour prayere folfilrd for me ! 
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A VIEW OF THE SAINTS IN GLORY. 


Rev. vii. 13,14. And one of the Elders answered, saying 
unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, these are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the bleod 
of the Lamb. 


EXALTED high, at God’s right hand, 
Nearer the throne than Cherubs stand, 
With glory crown’d, in white array, 
My wondering soul says, who are they ¢ 


These are the Saints, beloved of God, 
Washed are their robes in Jesus’ blood ; 
More spotless than the purest white 
They shine in uncreated light. 


Brighter than Angels, lo, they shine, 
Their glories great, and all divine ; 
Tell me their origin, and say 


Their order what, and whence came they ? 


Through tribulation great, they came, 

"They bore the cross and scorn’d the shame < 
Within the living temple blest, 

i:, God they dwell, and in him rest. 


And does the Cross thus prove their gaip— 
A 


? | 
ANG 


hall they thus forever reign, 
Seated on sapphire thrones, to praise 


The wonders of redeeming grace ’~ 


Munger they ne’er shall fear again, 
Nor burning heat shall they sustain ; 
To wells of living water led, 


By God, the Lamb, for ever fed. 


Unknown to mortal car, they sing 

The secret glaries of their king ; 

Tell me the subject of their lays, 

And whence their loud exalted praise ? 


Jesus the Saviour is their theme, 
They sing the wonders of his name ; 
To him aseribing power and grace, 


Dowinion and eterua! praise. 
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On the Clergy’s partaking in Amusemenis. 


FOR. THE CHURGHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Clergy’s partaking in fashionable amusements. 


THERE ean be no doubt that the Church of England has 
sustained very serious injury from the secular habits and dis- 
sipated manners of some of her Clergy. It is a fact, however, 
highly honourable to many of her most distinguished Bishops, 
that they have publicly remonstrated against this conduct. 
This fact will appear from the following extracis from their 
charges to their Clergy. These extracts are furnished, with 
the further view of confirming the Clergy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the wise determination, which it is be- 
lieved, they generally evince, to resist all aitempts to bring 
them within the dangerous vortex of fashionable amusement 
and dissipation. There is searcely any apology for these in- 
dulgences, the futility of which is not exposed in the zealous 
and pious charges of the Bishops from which the following 
extracts are made. The sentiments which they contain are 
worthy of being written in letters of gold, in the study of every 
Clergyman of our Church. Indeed, all reasoning in favour 
of the Clergy’s indulging in certain fashionable amusements, 
may be answered by the single question— Would a person who 
calling on a Clergyman, to visit a sick or dying relative or 
friend, found that he was at the theatre, a ball, or a ecard 
party, think of drawing him from these places of amusement 
to perform the holy and consolatory ojlices of religion, at the 
bed of the sick or dying? 


Extract from a charge of Archbishop Secker to his Clergy. 

** Nor is it sufficient that we be guilty ofno vice. This isa small praise for one ef 
our order, We are bouud to be patterns of the most diligent practice of viriuc, and 
the strictest regard to religion—Whoever hath a due sense of this obligation, will 
conscientiously abstain not only from ali evil, but all appearances of it too. Sucha 
one, for instance, far from ever offending against temperance, will be noted for it— 
Far from being guilty of indecency in his behaviour or discourse, he will keep at 9 
distance from every thing liable to the construction of it. Far from being remarka 
die for luxury and delicacy in his manner of living or appearing, he will be sure to 
preserve huaself on all oceasions, as remote from indulgence, as he is from austerty. 
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60 On the Clergy’s partaking in Amusemenis 


And though he will never disgust the persons with whom he converses by a gravilr 


affected or ili-timed ; yet he will be equally careful, never to expose himself by a 
lightness of carriage unbecoming his function; nor let any thing be a part of his cha 

racter, much less a distinguishing part, that can only.tend to lower it. For we can 
never be useful, if we are despised ; and we shall be despised, if we give opportuni 

ties for it. Even they who seem well pleased with as, will think meanly of usinwa 

fy ; and perhaps of the whole order for our sakes.” 

** A minister of God’s word attentive to his duty will neither have leisure for disst- 
pations public or domestic, nor liking to them. He will see that Pleasire, or rather, 
a wretched affectation of it, is become the idol of mankind ; to which they are sacrifi- 
cing their fortunes, their families, their healths, their reputations, their regard to God, 
to their social duties, to the state of their souls, to their future being. Now what are 
the Clergy to do in this ease 7 If we but seem to go along with them, who shall call 
them back? For as to the pretence of keeping them within bounds by our presence, 
it is merely a pretence. Or, were it not, the o/der and graver of us would surely 
think such a superintendency no very honourable one, and few of the younger and 
livelier would be safely trusted with it. Indeed, we none of us know into what im- 
proprieties of behaviour, at least what wrongness of disposition we may be drawn by 


the evil communications of these assemblies: whether if, happily they should not 


otherwise corrupt our good manners, we may not however grow inwardly fond of 


them ; come to think our profession a dull one, and the calls of it troublesome ; throw 
off as much of the burden as we can, and perform with reluctance and cold formality 
the rerpainder, which we must.” 

*¢ A habit visibly a Clergyman’s, must be such in every part as befits a Clergyman, 


have no look of effeminacy or love of finery in it—I need not add, that our whole de- 


meanour should be answerable to our clothing ; that softness and delicacy of manner; 
skillin the science of eating, and the perfection of liquors; in short, every approach 


to /uacurious gratification, is strangely out of place in one who hath devoted himself 


to endure hardness as a good soldier of Je sus Christ.” 


Extract from a charge of Bishop Gibson. 


*¢ Tt will be found very clear, that the diferent degrees of respect and authority 


which ministers enjoy, depend upon no one thing so much as their mixing or not 
mixing, with the laity in those diversions and freedom of life. It is true, the submit- 
ting to such mixtures, may gain them the reputation of good nature. But that reputa- 
tion may be easily got and maintained without it, and is certainly bought too dear, at 


the expence ot the ' proper char etey as JV vist so at the “2 aot 4 >); it maye wear 


/ i , 
them to free and irregular livers, who deli¢ht in nothing more than tosce Clergymen 
become sharers in their irregularities. But whether that in the end, proves the foun 
dation of inward respect, or inward contem; too plain to be made’a sou 
a A . skacccoeoe at Beal Fasalyp> 
Extract from a charge of Bishop Horsley. 
Py, Co « 


Tt is always dangerous to religion, when the manners of the Clergy beeome toc 
mu¢ h seculari: ed This will alway: lowe r the ord - in hh Eve ( the people An i 
essen their general reverence for the offices of relizion. A mind habitually intent 


upon the greatest subjects, and a thirst for the highcst knowledge will digcover itse? 
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‘ 
c 


n the dignified sobriety even of his relaxations ; which will impress his familiar friends 
ind companions with respect, and the profane with awe; while the latter, however 
they may delight in the company, and pretend to applaud what they may call the free 
and easy manners, willin their hearts despise, and not seldom to his face make a jest 


of the social gay Anacreon in the formalities of a gown and cassock.” 
Extract from a charge of &ishop Porteus. 
“ A wicke 


one is a character totally inconsistent with the sanctity and dignity of the ministeriat 
sffice.’’ 


l, profligate Clerzymanis a monster in nature; even a gay and trifine 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN, 
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

BEFORE we proceed to notice the Society’s Report, we 
find ourselves compelled to stop, in order to congratulate the 
Society and the nation on the increased degree of zeal and 
activity which haye been so happily and judiciously manifest- 
ed. Here, however, it would be absolutely unfair not to ad- 
mit, that all these energetic measures, which have given a 
new character and extent to the labours of this excellent so- 
ciety, have obviously been suggested by the proceedings of the 
british and Foreign Bible Society; so that in this way, as 
well asin many others, the revival of zeal in the old society, 
and the rapid extension of its resources and influence, are to 
be direetly ascribed to the beneficial example of the new so- 
We greatly admire the Christian candour and libera- 
lity which have been shown in the ready adoption of the mea- 
sures thus suggested; and we hail this as an omen by no 
means dubious or equivocal, that, whatever may have been 
invidiously attempted by certain individuals, with a view of 


ciety. 


exeiting diseord between these societies, has entirely failed of 
its aim; and that the, Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge is disposed to regard the Bible Society as a friend and 
ily, and not as a rival. 

We cannot close this part of our abstraet, without paying 


me) 


a merited compliment to an individual, from whom we have 
move than once had oecasion to dissent, we mean Mr. Spry. 
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—He has the singular praise of having yielded to conviction, 





in respect to the expediency of increased exertion, and in- Bel. 
ereased publicity, on the part of this society. By referring larg 
to our Volume for 1840, p. 444,* it will be seen, that one of frou 
the grounds on which he preferred the Society for promoting | © ™ 
Christian Knowledge to the Bible Society, was the unobtru- 4S 10 
civeness of the former, and the publicity of the latter. After | ™¢™ 
this public reeord of his opinion, it is honourable to him, as actop 
well as gratifying to us, that he should not merely have ta- rh 
eitly admitted it to have been erroneous, but should have ta- 1811, 
ken a distinguished lead in recommending to his own society 41,97 
a close imitation of the conduct of the Bible Society; nay, nme ; 
that the « first object should be to make the society more Lhe f 
generally known,” and that, by the precise methods pursued Bible: 
by the Bible Society whieh was, formerly, on that very ae- p99 x 
eouat, the object of his severe animadversion. piety I 
We may add, that the Report now before us must finally § Bib 
oWev 





settle the question, as to the expediency, and even necessity, 
of such an institution as the Bible Society. But for that 
society, to say no more, all the recent exertions of this, which, 
it is now feund, are so mueh needed, would not have been 


made. 
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But we must return to the Report itself. 

The Committee siate, that many new scheols have been set 
up in different parts of the kingdom, to which, in addition to 
the numerous sehools they have all along been in the habit of 
supplying with books, books have been supplied on the Socie- 
ty’sterms. Donations of Bibles, Prayer-books, and school- 
books, have also been made to ships of war. 

The Committce advert, with much satisfaction, to the es- 
tablishment of the National Education Society, which, they 
trust, will make a great and salutary progress. One of the 


early resolutions of that society was, that no books should be > ™ 
iensive 





admitted into any school, but what are contained in the list of ; 
Miuetl ¢ 


"8, to ¢ 
price 


the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. In eonse- 
quence of this, several clementary hooks, adapted to Dz. 


* Christian Observes 
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5 Bell’s system of education, have heen added to the list. The 
ne large additional demands on their funds which will thus arise 
: of from schools under the National Society, and from the great- 
ing er number of poor who will be able to read, must be viewed 
vig as increasing their claims on the public patronage. An ele- 
ter p mentary se heol-book, in the Welch tanguage, has also been 
“he adopted. 

in, The books sent to maenperran of the Suciety from April 4, 
on, 1811, to April 9, i2, were as follows :—12.667 Bibles, 
iety 21,971 New Ronan and Psalters, 29,752 Common Pray 
aa, wig 38,024 other bound books, and 245,475 small tracts. 
idl The following have been gratuitously distributed, viz. 4,167 
ail Bibles, 2,655 Testaments and Psalters, 246 Common Prayers, 
1 ae 499 bound books, and 6,655 smalltraets. In future, the So- 


riety is to be relieved from the expense attending the supply 
of Bibles to the Navy. The Lords of the Admiralty have, 
however, made the Soricty their almoners, and 14,5001. has 
een already advanced to pay for Bibles, &c. ~ the Navy.— 
n pursuance of the wishes of Government, depots of books, 
t the supply of the Navy, have been formed at Portsmouth 
nd Plymouth. This muniiicent proposal, the Committee 
bserve, * wasreceived with becoming gratitude on the part 
f the Society ; and doubtless, will be entertained with sin- 


nally 
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re congratulations by all geod men, as well on aceount of 
i¢ pious and benevolent spirit from which it has proeceded, 
from the good fruits which, under the Diviae blessing, are 
pected to result from it.’ In regard to the Army, the re- 
lations of the Commander in Chief are said to have super- 
ia oy ‘ded all solicitude. 

they An impression of the Book of Common Prayer, in Welch, 
the preparing at the Oxford press. 


id be One of the most important, and. as we are disposed to hope 


nr 


“9 


at of lensively beneficial changes, which has taken place in the 
18 ya i 





nse nluet of this society, is, the permission now given te mem- 

- wa > s ' ad a . ~ P 

Dr. E” to dispese of the Soctety’s hocks, to the poor, at a reda- 
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the better promotion of Christian knowledge, but attended, 
it will easily be seen, with one hazard, (which, however, will, | 
it is believed, never fail to meet its appropriate remedy in an 
enlarged patronage) the danger, namely, of a pressure upon 
the funds of the Society, beyond what, unless by the aid of 
such patronage, it can continue to sustain.” 

During the past year, the deliberations of the Society have 
been much directed to the spiritual necessities of India, iy 
the view of the expected renewal of the East India Company’: 
Charter. A Sketch of an Ecclesiastical Establishment fo) 
[ndia, drawn up by the Rev. Dr. C. Bucttanan, having been 
submitted to the Committee, was adopted by them, with ex 
pressionsof approbation and of entire concurrence in the views 


of its author. An abstract of this sketch is inserted in the® 
Appendix to the Society’s Report.* The following is the sub-F 


stance of the resolution adopted by the Society on this inte. 
resting subject. 





That the Socicty for promoting Christian Knowledge, ar¢ 


prompted by the most pressing motives, to take part in the 
public solicitude, now more especially excited for the welfan 
of the British Empire in the East. 

That the Society do, therefore, join the publie voice, in im] 
ploring the attention of those, who direct the councils of the) 
nation, to the cause and interests of Christianity in the East }) 
in which momentous topic of consideration the present and) 
future welfare of so large a number of the subjects of thi 
realm is involved. 

That the Society ave fully sensible, that the claims whic! 
such a body, as the subjects of the British India, have upo 
the wisdom, the justice, and the charitable kindness of the 
rulers, must oecupy the thoughts of those who have to coup 
sult and provide for their prosperity, inducing them to ena¢ i 
such measures as may serve for the improvement of thei 





* The whole of this Sketch has since been published by Dr. Buchanan. himself, 
a work on our Colonial Religiqus Establishments, which we hope soon to notice mo'g 
ot large; 
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whole existence as a people, and mere particularly in their 
religious and moral character. 

That the Society are fully persuaded, that nothing short of 
an establishment of pastoral superintendance, and a supply 
for the ministry of the Word and Sacraments, throughout the 
British Empire in the East, can serve to place the spiritual 
interests of the British subjects, in those parts, upon the best 
and most permanent foundations. 

That more than a century has elapsed, since the most ear- 
nest wishes of many chief and excellent persons in this nation 
were expressed for procuring such a form of Church commu- 
nion in India, as might serve to demonstrate the religious 
character of the British nation ; to provide for the exigencies 
ef our beloved countrymen, when far severed from their 
friends and connexions ; and, at the same time, to induce the 
natives, by the silent but persuasive pattern of religious fel- 
lowship, and the sober invitations of a settled ministry, to lift 
their eyes to the truth, and to take courage to this end from 
the prospect of countenance and shelter, which would thus be 
set before them. ‘The appearance of persons in ecclesiastical 
funetions, sufficiently exalted in character and power, both 
to furnish them the needful lessons of instruction, and to pro- 
tect them from persecution in their change of sentiment and 
conduct, is most necessary to the natives, who are at present 
exnosed to dreadful hardships in their conversion from error 
and idolatry, owing to the institutions and the prejudices of 
their country, and the certain forfeitures incurred by Chris- 
tian proselytes. 

That the Society are deeply convinced, that no sufficient 
supply for the necessities of British India ean be furnished 
without an Episcopal establishment in India. Itis thus only, 
in that land, that the increasing multitude of those who are 
born of Christian parents, and entitled therefore to early bap- 
tisim, may be trained for every other act and exercise of re- 
ligious communion, aceording to the means of grace and mode 
of fellewship appointed by our blessed Lord in his households 
9 
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It is thus only that such candidates for God’s everlasting fa- 
vour may be encouraged and enabled to take upon them their 
own obligations, by the solemn pledge to be rendered by them 
at their Confirmation, that from thenceforth they may draw 
near to the table of the Lord. It is thus only that a regular 
succession of persons, qualified for the ministerial calling, 
ean be raised and admitted in that country to the sacred func- 
tions, for the European and native congregations. Of ihe 
latter description, the Society must remark here, that there 
are many thousands of children, born of European parents by 
the father’s side, but of native mothers, who are fast lapsing 
into the darkness and misery of heathen error and pollution ; 
unyersed in the language and religion of their fathers, and 
therefore placed beyond the reaeh of European Chaplains, 
ministering in English congregations ; and daily perverted 
to the vanities and superstitions of their maternal parents.— 
This vast and rapidly increasing multitude call loudly for the 
attention of those who are responsible for the eare of this 
unhappy race, born under insuperable disadvantages, which 
exelude them, even in their own country, by its present re- 
gulations, from nearly all the favourable prospects in life, 
which are left open to others. 

That this Society most humbly entertain the hope, and 
offer most respectfully their suffrage and their plea, that, in 
consideration of the pressing needs of the British subjects, 
European and native, in India, the permanent foundations of 
the Christian Church, according to its best form, be laid 
among them; and that the great ends of religious and moral 
eulture may be secured to them, by the settlement of bishops 
in the chief presidencies ; by the forming of seminaries ; and 
by the building of Churches—the want of all which has been 
felt and acknowledged for more than.a century, during which 
period the exertions of other European nations have gone 
before us, and have proved suceessful in acecomphshing many 
of those very purposes for which the British Government, in 
its public acts, originally expressed its intentions te make 











er ee 











t! 


Lae | 


t 


fe © 


° 


gS aN = 86 


fe) 


es me «4 








g fa- 
their 
them 
draw 
rular 
ling, 
func- 
if ihe 
there 
ats by 
psing 
ition 3 
, and 
lains, 
erted 
its.—— 
or the 
" this 
vhich 
it re- 
: life, 


» and 
at, in 
jects, 
ns of 
laid 
noral 
shops 
> and 
been 
vhich 
gone 
uany 
nt. bn 
make 








Religious Tntelligence.— Foreign. 67 


adequate provision, but which purposes have not yet been 
earried into effect. 

It was further resolved, to lay these resolutions before his 
Majesty’s Ministers and the Directors of the India Company ; 
and the Committee express their earnest hope—a hope which, 
we ardently pray, may be realized, « that the Legislature, 
in their wisdom, will adopt such measures as shali best tend 
to the glory of God, and to the welfare of that great country.” 

We now proceed to notice the transactions of the Society’s 
Missionaries in India, since the publication of the last Re- 
port. 

Mr. Pezold writes, that at Trippatore he had baptized 
nine heathens and twenty-three children, and had received 
three Roman Catholics into the congregation, “ He had also 
been desired to.confirm the baptism of four legitimate Eure- 
pean infants ; who, before his arrival there, had been chris- 
tened by a pious English serjeant, a native of Berl, aged 
80, and then living at Trippatore. ‘That pious old man, hav- 
ing been desired by some other good Christians to read the 


| eommon prayers on Sunday, he had been furnished with some 


of the Society’s books for this purpose, and the service he 
performed without the use of spectacles.” 

Some more heathens had-expresséd their wish to become 
Christians. At St. Thomas*s Mount, Mr. Peezold had bapti- 
zed five heathens, who had been previously instructed by the 
Catechists, as those at Trippatore had also been. Here some 
devout soldiers called upon him, whom he furnished, at their 
request, with some of the Society’s books. 

Mr. Pohle states, that, at Trichinapoly, he had baptized 
eighteen persons, ineluding six heathens; and he expresses 
the joy and satisfaction he had experienced in his way to and 
return from T'anjore, through some places where Christian 
congregations of Collarics had been formed, who, with their 
schools, came to meet and receive him with joy and gladness, 
and conducted him to their place, where he had officiated. 
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Mr. Pohle laments, in strong terms, that no new missionaries | Mr. 
have arrived from Europe to their assistance. Pagal 

The Rev. Mr. Kolhoff observes, that, having obtained the firing 
permission of the Society to ordain four native ecatechists, pnd o 
provided all the missionaries testified their fitness, he had Panjo 
recommended the ordination of four of the eldest catechists pome 
in the Tanjore mission, viz, Nanaperagason, Adeykalam, gerve 
Wedanayagam, and Abraham, not only on aceount of their Joonth 
ability to preach the doctrines of the Christian religion, but Pheir 
also on account of their unblamable conduct, and their faith- Jueat 
fulness in the discharge of their duty as eatechists: and the Mr. K 
brethren of the English and Danish missions having given percy 
their full consent to the measure, these four persons had, ac- | Bes 
cordingly, received the ordination of the Lutheran Church on [ion ai 
the 17th March, 1811, at Tanjore, after haying undergone journi 
an examination of their knowledge in Christianity, aut hay- f saly 
ing each preached a sermon ona prescribed text. Before the }s bee 
ordination, the duties of a faithful pastor had been stated ina | The 
sermon by Mr. Kolboff, on 4 Tim. iv. 16. and particularly in jeen a 
a charge delivered by Mr. Poble; and it was their prayer, ceive 
that God would fill all these worthy men, more and more, | ‘The 
with the gifts of his Holy Spirit, and make them blessed in- } July 
struments of promoiinghis glory, and the salvation of many }bout | 
thousand souls. Wedanayagam had been sent, after his or- }f Jan 
dination, to Palamcotta, to take care of the congregations in |,0001. 
that province ; and on his journey he had visited the congre- uinea 
gation at Ramanad, and had preached to them the word of ach ol 
God. Nanaperagason and Abraham had visited the congre- he las 
gations of the Tanjore mission; and Adcykalam was of great | Ben 
use to Mr. K, in the care of the congregation and schools at | Sub: 
Tanjore. Me. Kolhoff had gveat confidence that, by help of Divide 
the Blessed Spirit, these native priests would prove a blessing 
to the congregations under their care. 

The Society have granted to each of these native missiona. | ‘The 
ries a salary of 25/. a year, andan annual gratuity of 101. id in f 
We 
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Mr. Kolhoff also states, that, among other converts from 





aganism and Popery, several families of the Pallar east, 
jving in a village near ‘T'anjore, and consisting of 38 souls, 
nd one family of the Collary cast, residing in the fort of 
anjore, having often heard the truths of Christianity, had 
ome to the resolution of turning from their dumb idols te 
erve the living God, and, after careful instruction for two 
onths, had last year been admitted into the congregation. 
heir desive to obtain Divine knowledge, and their subse- 
ueat Christian behaviour, had been a source of real joy to 
lr. Kolhoff, and had given him cause to praise God for his 
1erey shown to them, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Besides the discharge of his usual duties in the congrega- 
jon and school at Tanjore, Mr. Kolhoff had made several 
purnies last year, making known to heathens the only way 
ff salvation, and endeavouring to animate Christians to live 





s becometh the Gospel of Christ. 

| The increase of the Tamu! congregation at Tanjore, has 
een as follows, viz. 150 baptized, including 57 infants, and 6 
ceived from the Popish communion. 

The number of new members admitted within the year, up 
o July 14th, is the largest ever known, amounting to 1,549 ; 
bout 800 more were added between that date, and the 26th 
f January, 1813. The Society bas also received a legacy of 
0001. from Mrs. Mary Kynaston; a benefaction of 100 
uineas from the East India Company, and of 4001. from 
ach of the Universities. The income of the Society, during 
ihe last year, appears to have been as follows: 

Benefaetions and legacies L4,562 12 4 
Subscriptions from members 3,614 1@ 0 
Dividends, &e. 6,422 6 9 





914,599 13 4 
The whole of this sum, excepting about 41,6002. was expend- 
id in forwarding the various olyjects of the Society. 
We take the liberty of recommending to the Society to per- 
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mit the sale of its Annual Reports ; we are persuaded such , 
measure would have a tendency to make it more known. Wy 
would also suggest the advantage of republishing such parts 
of the Annual Reports, from the commencement of the Ip. 


stitution, as may be necessary to form a regular history off 


its transactions. Such awork would beth be highly int. 
resting in itself, and besides answering some other very in. 
portant purposes, might be made to contribute materially t 
the funds of the Society: it would be eagerly bought by all 
who are interested in its welfare. 


THE NATIONAL EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


On the 2d inst. the anniversary meeting of the National 
Society was held in the Hall of Sion College ; his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in the Chair. There were pre. 
sent, the Archbishop of York; the Earls of Shaftesbury and 
Nelson; Lord Kenyon ; Lord Radstock ; the Bishops of Lon 


cester, Ely, and Salisbury ; the Speaker of the House of Com: 
mons, with a numerous and respectable list of subseribers 
and friends to the institution. The annual Report of the 
proceedings of the Society was read by the Secretary, and 
some remarks were made on the prominent and leading fea: 
tures of it by the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Report 


proved highly gratifying and satisfactory to the company as-f 


sembled. It appeared that the beneficial purposes of the in- 
stitution have been carried into effect, in the course of the 
Jast year, in various parts of the kingdom, on an extended 
seale. The number of schools formed, in connection with the 
National Society, are five times greater than they were at 
the time of the preceding annual Report, and, of course, the 
number of children educated in different parts of the kingdom, 
on the Madras system, has increased in about the same pre 





ortio 
precist 
yet es 
that tl 
been c 
the an 
pot on 
earriet 
other : 
eireun 
bury, 
was, tl 
num be 
systen 
these, 
tion in 

On | 
ducat 
he hi 
ysten 


itr, for 
don, Chichester, Chester, Exeter, Hereford, St. David’s, Wor 


been t 
‘tions < 
inerea 
pratil: 
and of 
iff si 
his ki 

The 
report 
ed, th: 
for th 
dom, ‘ 
tiety ] 
\ear ; 
ihis to 








uch y 
We 
Parts 
he Ip. 


ory off 


inte. 
‘vy in 
ly to 
by all 


tional 
ee the 


c preg 


'y and 
P Lon 
Wor 
Com 
ribers 
f the 
» and 
e fea 
feport 
ny as 
he in- 
f the 
ended 
h the 
re al 
e, the 
rolls 
pre 





Religious Inielligence.— Foreign. 74 


portion. Besides this, a number of schools have been formed 
precisely on the same plan, in various places, which have not 
yet established a connexion with the National Society: so 
that the extension of this important system of education has 
been considerably greater even than that above stated from 
the annual Report. It appeared also, that, in the metropolis 
pot only has the Central School, in Baldwin’s Gardens, been 
carried on with distinguished energy and effect, but numerous 
other schools have been instituted on an extended seale. Que 
eireumstanece was mentioned by the Archbishop of Caniter- 
bury, which drew the marked attention of the meeting: this 
was, that, in the Deanery of Tendring, near Colchester, the 
number of children reported as proper objects of the Madras 
system of education amounted to about 2000; and that, of 
these, more than 1700 are now actually receiving this educa- 
tion in the schools formed under the National Society. 
On the whole, the report of the advancement of national 
education, made during the last year, was such as to satisfy 
he highest expeetations of the friends and supporters of the 
sstem. It showed, that the exertions of the National Socie- 
ity, for the furtherance of its great and beneficial objects, have 
been unremitted, and that the spirit, by which those exer- 
tions are prompted and supported, has increased, and is still 
increasing in the country at large; and it encouraged the 
gratifying hope, that, by the continuance of those exertions 
and of that spirit, the great and beneficial purpose of generally 
liffusing the blessing of education, may soon be effected in 
his kingdom. 
' The Treasurer of the Society, at the same time, made a 
report of the general state of the Society’s funds. It appear- 
ed, that from the very liberal grants which had been made 
for the establishment of schools in various parts of the king- 
dom, some diminution of the permanent property of the So- 
tiety has unavoidably taken place in the course of the present 
jear ; but the Committee have readily acquiesced in suffering 
his to be done, under the fullest feeling of convictien, that a 
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judicious and well-directed application of their funds, for the | 
purposes of the Society, must, under all circumstances, fur. a mnaldi 
nish the most certain means of insuring the liberality of the been PI 
public, so as to prevent their permanent diminution. Fisth 

An examination of the Central School at Baldwin’s Gar. We 
dens took place, a few days previous to the general meeting fi blic 
before the Archbishops of Canterbury and York ; the Bishopgl@*PFess 
of London, Lincoln, Salisbury, Worcester, Hereford, Ely’ 22d 
Oxford, and Chester ; the Earl of Shaftesbury ; Lords Ken sound s 
yon and Radstock ; the Speaker of the House of Commonsge4 to_ 
and many other gentlemen, together with many ladies of disg@esolut 
tinction. ‘The correct and steady conduct of the children mittee. 
both boys and girls, their knowledge of the principles of relif “ Th 
gion, and the satisfactory manner in which they passed thengfeSt an 
examination, proved highly gratifying to the persons wh« lominic 
were assembled. On the 4th of June, his Majesty’s birthyed as 1 
day, a dinner was given to the children of the school, amount}inowle 
ing to about 600 boys and 200 girls. The arrangements werg!® the { 
admirably made, and the whole scene was interesting and im shall be 
pressive. Among the spectators were the Prince of Orang: maini 
the Duke of Beaufort, and many of the Right Reverend ad pevolen 
noble persons mentioned above, who employed themselvay “ Pre 
actively in attending on the children, in supplying them witg@ents, | 
what they wanted, and in afterwards colleeting the fragment eriour 


for the purpose of distribution among the parents of the chil ifthe F 
have hit 
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duced on the parents of the children, by the judicious indulg The ] 
gence of the managers, who permitted them to pass througigsament: 
the room, that they might witness this pleasing spectacle. Mr. W. 
Sir H, J 
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Between the 2ist of May and the 12th of June, Petition ity ha 
from about 900 places, and containing the names of near hal! oe 
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tom a million of persons of intelligence and respectability, have 
f thogvee® Presented to Parliament, in favour of the introduction of 
‘(Christianity into India. 

We hasten to congratulate our readers, not only that the 
public sentiment has been thus honourably and extensively 
expressed ; hut that it has not been expressed in vain. On 
he 22d instant, Lord Castlereagh, in a speech replete with 
Kep§sound sense, and enlarged and liberal views of policy, propo- 
nonspe4 to the House of Commons the adoption of the following 
f qisgesolution which had been previously agreed to in a Com- 
dre, paittee of the whole House: viz. 

‘relig “ That it is the duty of this country to promote the inte- 
thengest and happiness of the native inhabitants of the British 
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w)qtominions in India, and that such measures ought to be adop- 
irthged as may tend to the introduction among them of useful 
ountghnowledge, and of religious and moral improvement :—That, 
wergia the furtherance of the above objects, sufficient facilities 
d imgthall-be afforded, by law, to persons desirous of going te and 
ange emaining in India for the purpose of accomplishing those be- 
d adgevolent designs. 
elval “ Provided always, that the authority of the local Govern- 


_witgments, respecting the intercourse of Europeans with the in- 
meng eriour of the country, be preserved, and that the principles 
_chilgel the British Government, on which the natives of India 
have hitherto relied for the free exercise of their religion, 
be inviolably maintained.” 
The Resolution was supported, in a most eloquent and ar- 
gumentative speech, by Mr. Wilberforce, ably seconded by 
Mr. W. Smith and some other gentlemen; and opposed by 
Sir H, Montgomery, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Pendergrast, Sir Tho- 
mas Sutton, &e. We hope to be able in our next Number, to 
give our readers a connected view of this great ‘argument.— 
Suffice it in the mean time to say, that the cause of Christi- 
nity has signally triumphed. ‘The resolution was carried by 
majority of 53; 89 voting for it, and only 36 against it. 
The above Resolution, having been communicated to the 
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judicious and well-directed application ef their funds, for the 
purposes of the Society, must, under all circumstances, fur- 
nish the most certain means of insuring the liberality of the 
public, so as to prevent their permanent diminution. 

An examination of the Central School at Baldwin’s Gar- 
dens took place, a few days previous to the general meeting, 
before the Archbishops of Canterbury and York ; the Bishops 
of London, Lincoln, Salisbury, Worcester, Hereford, Ely, 
Oxford, and Chester ; the Earl of Shaftesbury ; Lords Ken- 
yon and Radstock ; the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
and many other gentlemen, together with many ladies of dis- 
tinetion. ‘The correct and steady conduct of the children, 
both boys and girls, their knowledge of the principles of reli- 
gion, and the satisfactory manner in which they passed their 
examination, proved highly gratifying toe the persons who 
were assembled. Onthe 4th of June, his Majesty’s birth- 
day, a dinner was given to tie children of the school, amount- 
ing to about 600 boys and 200 girls. The arrangements were 
admirably made, and the whole scene was interesting and im- 
pressive. Among the spectators were the Prince of Orange, 
the Duke of Beaufort, and many of the Right Reverend and 
noble persons mentioned above, who employed themselves 
actively in attending on the children, in supplying them with 
what they wanted, and in afterwards collecting the fragments 
for the purpose of distribution among the parents of the chil- 
dren. 

That which seemed to erown the whole, was the effect pro- 
duced on the parents of the children, by the judicious indul- 
gence of the managers, who permitted them to pass through 
the room, that they might witness this pleasing spectacle. 


CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 


Between the 2ist of May and the 12th of June, Petitions 
from about 900 places, and containing the names of near half 
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a million of persons of intelligence and respectability, have 
been presented to Parliament, in favour of the introduction of 
Christianity into India. 

We hasten to congratulate our readers, not only that the 
public sentiment has been thus honourably and extensively 
expressed; but that it has not been expressed in vain. On 
the 22d instant, Lord Castlereagh, in a speech replete with 
sound sense, and enlarged and liberal views of policy, propo- 
sed to the House of Commons the adoption of the following 
Resolution which had been previously agreed to in a Com- 
mittee of the whole House: viz. 

«* That it is the duty of this country to promote the inte- 
rest and happiness of the native inhabitants of the British 
dominions in India, and that such measures ought to be adop- 
ied as may tend to the introduction among them of useful 
knowledge, and of religious and moral improvement :—That, 
in the furtherance of the above objects, sufficient facilities 
shall be afforded, by law, to persons desirous of going te and 
remaining in India for the purpose of accomplishing those be- 
nevolent designs. 

«‘ Provided always, that the authority of the local Govern- 
ments, respecting the intercourse of Europeans with the in- 
teriour of the country, be preserved, and that the principles 
of the British Government, on which the natives of India 
have hitherto relied for the free exercise of their religion, 
be inviolably maintained.” 

The Resolution was supported, in a most eloquent and ar- 
gumentative speech, by Mr. Wilberforce, ably seconded by 
Mr. W. Smith and some other gentlemen; and opposed by 
Sir H. Montgomery, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Pendergrast, Sir Tho- 
mas Sutton, &e. We hope to be able in our next Number, to 
give our readers a connected view of this great ‘argument.— 
Suffice it in the mean time to say, that the cause of Christi- 
anity has signally triumphed. The resolution was carried by 
amajority of 53; 89 voting for it, and only 36 against it. 

The above Resolution, having been communigated to the 
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House of Lords on the following day, was taken into the con- 
sideration of their Lordships on the 24th inst. It was moved 
by Lord Buckinghamshire, after some able prefatory obser- 
vations ; and, we rejoice to add, as a circumstance no less 
gratifying to the nation than honourable to their Lordships, 
carried without a single dissenting or disapproving voice, both 
in the Committee and afterwards in the House. 


ee 


FOREST OF DEAN.* 


Agreeably to the plan proposed last year, a School was 
opened in the Forest of Dean, on the 11th of January last; 
between 2 and 300 children were almost immediately admit- 
ted. The foresters appear to be most gratefully impressed 
by this institution, and are looking forward with much soli- 
citude to the completion of the plan in the erection and en- 
dowment of a place of worship. 

Through the whole extent of the Forest of Dean, there 
never has been a place for public worship of any kind. The 
standard of the Established Church is at last unfurled in that 
barren desert. A place for assembling together, “« to hear 
of Him, whom to know is eternal life,’”’ is now opened, and by 
the favour of the diocesan, an Episcopal license is obtained, 
for the due performance of Christian worship. The average 
number of the congregation of adults, is likely to be from $ 
to 500 souls; and as consecration will be granted, on an ade- 
quate endowment being procured, the case is submitted to the 
attention of the clergy, and to all who, from a love to religion 
in general, and to the Establishment in particular, will assist 
in securing se great a blessing to these long neglected people. 


* See Churchman’s Magazine, for September and October, 1813—page 364 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR AFRICA AND THE EAST. 


On Tuesday, May 4, was held the 13th anniversary of thie 
institution. 

The members of the London Chureh Missionary Assoeia- 
tion, formed in the Metropolis in aid of the Parent Society, 
met in the morning at the New London Tavern; when a Re- 
port was agreed on to be presented to the General Meeting 
of the Society, from which it appeared that near 5001. had 
been raised by the Assoeiation, in the few months since its 
formation, by congregational collections, and by weekly and 
monthly contributions. 

The Annual Sermon was preached at the parish church of 
St. Ann, Blackfriars, by the Rev. William Dealtry, B.D. 
F.R.S. Examining Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Bristol, 
Professor ef Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in the 
East India College, and Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. In this truly eloquent and masterly discourse, the 
preacher, from 2 Cor. v.14. «The love of Christ eonstrain- 
eth us,” made an appeal in behalf of India, which had great 
effect on his audience, and must be felt by every unprejudiced 
and conscientious man whom it reaches. A collection was 
made after the sermon, whieh amounted to nearly 2501. ster. 

At two o’clock the annual general meeting was held at the 
New London Tavern, the Kight Hon. Lord Gambier, Presi- 
dent, in the Chair, attended hy Viscount Galway, the Dean 
of Wells, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. H. Thornton, Mr. Grant, 
Mr. Babington, Mr. Kemp, Mr. C. N. Noel, Col. Macaulay, 
and from 5 to 600 members and friends of the Society. 

From the Report it appeared, that the Committee, during 
the preeeding year, had laboured with great success in ex- 
tending the influence and operations of the Society. In addi- 
tion to the settlements of Bashia and Canoffee, on the Rio 
Pongas, on the western coast of Africa, a third had been form- 
ed at Yongroo. on the. Bullom Shore; and the Missionary 
Butscher, who had spent some time in this country. had re. 
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turned to Africa, accompanied by three mechanies and their 
wives, with an investment of stores, &c. amounting nearly to 
$0001. for the use of the settlements and schools, and for the 
establishment of a fourth settlement on the Rie Dembia, 
which is to be named Gambier, in token of respect to the No- 
ble President of the Society. ‘The Society is about to send 
a clergyman on a missionary voyage and journey into the Le- 
vant; and Dr, Naudi, of Malta, who was present at the meet- 
ing, has very kindly engaged to accompany him. Mr. 'The- 
mas Kendall, with his wife and six children, had just sailed, 
under the protection of Government, to strengthen a settle- 
ment projeeted by the Society in New Zealand. ‘The intro- 
duction ef Christianity into India had engaged very deeply 
the attention of the committee. A Deputation had held se- 
veral conferences with his Majesty’s Ministers on the subject, 
whose favourable disposition towards the great ohject was re- 
ported tothe meeting. An able and luminous work, entitled, 
«* Colonial Ecclesiastical Establishment,” had been written 
by Dr. Claudius Buchanan, at the request of the Committee, 
copies of which had been sent, at the charge of the Society, 
to about 800 Members of both Houses ; and the Committee 
had in various other ways, employed the press in endeavour- 

ing to awaken the public to the spiritual interests of our In- 
dian Empire. Resolutions had been passed at a special gene- 
val meeting held on this subjeet, and petitions grounded there- 

on had been presented to both Houses of Parliament. ‘T'wo 

more Lutheran Ministers, and three English Students had 
been received under the protection of the Society. Mission- 

ary Associations had been formed in various places; and 

particularly one at Bristol, (some leading members of which 

were present) on a magnificent scale, under the patronage of 
his Grace the Duke of Beaufort, which had produced already 

20001. Weekly and monthly contributions were strongly 

urged ; and a disposition to form Associations with a view to 

collect these, and to further the interests of the Suciety by 

congregational collections and annual subscriptions, was ge- 

uerally manifesting itself. 
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Thanks were returned to the Rev. Mr. Dealtry, for his 
able and impressive sermon: two thousand copies were or- 
dered to be printed immediately, without waiting for the Re- 
port; and it was directed that the Members of both Houses 
should each be furnished with a copy. The Hon. and Very 
Rev. the Dean of Wells was appointed a Vice-President. 

The Rev. Basil Woodd preached on Wednesday evening. 
May 5, before the members and friends of the London Church 
Missionary Association, at the Church of St. Lawrenee 
Jewry, Guildhall, when the sum of 511. 18s. 5d. was eolleet- 
ed, which was nearly all in silver, and proved, from the mul- 
titude of sixpences and shillings put into the plates, that 
many of the poorer members of the church, who cannot attend 
the morning sermon on the anniversary, are yet anxious te 
aid the cause of missions. It is proposed to continue this 
Wednesday Evening Sermon annually. 

Since the above meeting, accounts have been received of 
the shipwreck of the Missionary Butscher and his companions 
They sailed in the Charles, Captain Dixon, on the 11th of 
December. Onthe 5th of January they passed Goree, about 
44 o’clock in the forenoon. About 14 o’elock in the evening, 
it being dark and the wind blowing rather fresh, the ship 
struck upon a recf of the Tongui rocks, about five miles dis- 
tant from the land, and about 20 miles south of the Gambia 
river. 

‘¢ It is almost impossible,” observes Mr. Butscher, « for 
a person who has never been ina similar situation, to conceive 
in what consternation we all were, when the vessel first struck 
upon the rock. Most of the passengers were already in bed. 
but were soon roused by the violent shocks. Every one has- 
tened to get on deck, to escape death: some, half naked : 
others, lightly dressed. It being then dark, and the vessel 
beating violently upon the rocks, we expected every momen! 
that she would go to pieces. I spoke, and exhorted those 
around me to commit their souls to our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, who is alone our all-sufficient righteousness before 
God; and, taking my wife inte my arms, I said, « My dear, 
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look unto Christ our Saviour ; perhaps, after a few minutes, 
we shall be before his throne, where we shall part no more, 
but be with him for ever.’ Upon which she said, ¢ ‘The Lord’s 
will be done.’ * 

The captain and a passenger were killed in a conflict on 
shore with the natives.—The insurance effected on the So- 
ciety’s property will cover mest of the present pecuniary loss; 
but this afflicting dispensation of Divine Providence, will una- 
voidably retard the execution of its designs for extending its 
settlements among the Susoos, and will lead to other expen- 
ses. Yet neither are the Missionaries nor the Society dis- 
couraged. They know that these trials of their faith and pa- 
tience are to be expected ; and that they commonly attend the 
early stages of those designs to promote the Divine glory, 
which become in the end permanently successful. ‘The Mis- 
sionaries all reached Goree in safety. Mrs. Meyer, wife of 
one of the laymen, died of a fever, and was buried in the 
island. A Spanish vessel had been hired to earry the survi- 


vors to their destination. 
RMN LT 


—— 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SOCIETY, 
For the advancement of Christianity in South Carolina. 


[ Agreeably to an intimation in our last number, we extract 
the following from the third report of the Board of Trustees, 
of this highly respectable and flourishing institution. ] 


IN the month of June, 1812, the committee elected and engaged the Rev. Andrew 
Fowler, for the period of six months, to commence on the first day of July following. 
‘This engagement having been approved, Mr. Fowler was furnished with instructions, 
adopted by this board for the regulation of its Missionaries, (a copy of which, was 
iuserted in the last Number of th.s Magazine,) and forthwith proceeded on the 
business of his mission. The communications which he has made to this board are of 
a highly cratifying nature, and warrant the assurance that his missionary labours have 
been prosecuted with equal zeal and discretion, and the hope that they have not been 


bestowedin vain. He arrived at Columbia on the 16th day of July last, and on the 


5th of October he writes, that he had collected a considerable congregation, composed 
of very respectable members of the community, who appeared to attend public wor- 
ship with great devotion, and seemed to be zealous that all things should be done de- 


cently and in order. The Legislature have generously granted the use of the Senate 


Chamber as a place of public worshin; andas apreofof the zeal of the vestry, it ts 
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Yratifying to learn, that they have already opened a subscription for a fund sufficient 
for the building ofachurch It is not doubted that the inhabitants will come forward 
with considerable contributions; and to promote so laudable an undertaking, the 
board of trustees have written to the vestry, assuring them of their readiness to af- 
ford them every assistance in the society’s power. At this place he has baptized two 
adults and six infants; has catechized fifteen children, who have shown great eagey- 
ness and aptness to learn; and administered the holy sacrament to thirteen regular 
communicants. 

Mr. Fowler had occasionally officiated at Camden, to a respectable, ‘though not 
very numerous congregation, having baptized one adult and seven children; married 
one couple, and administered the holy communion to four persons. Here divine ser- 
vice is at present performed in the Court-House ; but the church is legally incorpora- 
ted, possessing a good lot of grourd, on which a place of worship may be erected; 
and the members thereof are now engaged in raising a fund for the support of a mi- 
nister the next year. At Statesburgh he has also performed divine service, where 
he baptized one infant, and administered the holy communion to twenty-two persens. 
Several communicants were prevented from attending by sickness, and others were 
not informed of his being in the neighbourhood. 

Such are the first fruits of the missionary labours of the society ; and when itis con- 
sidered from what small beginnings the most momentous consequences have flowed, 
it is not, surely, too much to hope, that these labours willbe productive of lasting be- 
nefit to the cause of Christianity. It isofthe first importance that our church should 
be established on a firm foundation at Columbia. It is the capital of the state; and of 
those who assembie there in the capacity of legislators, there are, doubtless, many 
who would rejoice in the opportunity of assembling to worship God, after the manner 
of their fathers. Itis distinguished by the establishment of a college, of great and 
rising celebrity ; and of the numerous students who arrive there from all parts of the 
state, many have, no doubt, been educated in the principles of our church : but want- 
ing her accustomed ministrations, may wander fyom her paths, and oceasiow her the 
loss of many valuable members. It is destined, in ali probability, to b¢come a large 
and flourishing city ; itis the centre of vast country, increasing rapidly in wealth and 
population ; and itis greatly to be desired, that from this centre, the light of religion 
should be extended, through the pure medium of our church, to the regions round 
about. If at this place such a firm footing were obtained, it cannot be doubted, that 
in the neighbouring districts many congregations of Episcopalians would soon be form- 
ed; and the mind can assign no limits to the good which would be ultimately j#o- 

duced. 

Having thus exhibited a faithful view of the concerns of the society; the board of 
trustees eannot close their report, without expressing their hope, that its friends will 
be thereby stimulated to still more active and persevering exertions. The objects of 
the society are of a character to interest every feeling heart, and can hardly fail to 
call down the blessing of heaven: and to labour for their accomplishment, various 
and powerful are the motives, which ought to animate every one of its members. As 

\piscopalians, the church calls on them, to restore the paths, and build up the waste 
places of Zion: 2s Christians, the Redeemer calls on them, to send forth the sound 

of his Gospel, and to nourish the drooping members of his body: as citizens, their 
country calls on them, to establish in the land those principles of virtue, which are the 
glory and safeguard ofa nation: and as fellow men, their own. hearts prompt them, to 
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do good to their brethren of the human family. Humanity, Patriotism, Religion, tie 
voice of the Redeemer! what irresistible motives! HM to these another can be added, 
it isthe hope of the promised reward. “Cast thy bread on the waters,” said the 
wise man, “ for it shall be found after many days.” . “ It is more blessed to give than 
to receive,” said the Saviour; and the Almighty hath declared by his Prophet, that 
*‘ they who turn many to righteousness, shall shine asthe stars for ever.” 


E———— 


NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


The Protestant Episcopal Society of young men, for the distribution of Religious 
Tracts, held their semi-annual meeting in Trinity Church, New-York, on Tuesday 
the 9th of November. The Board of Trustees submitted the fellowing Report oi 
their proceedings during the six months last past. 


** Since the last meeting of the Society, in May, the Board have gratuitously dispo- 
sed of 1008 copies of the different Tracts. The Standing Committee, with whom a 
portion of Tracts is lodged for disposal at their discretion, have distributed 366 co- 
pies of the tracts published by this Society, and 66 copies of the “* Companion for the 
Book of Common Prayer,” of the purchase of which the Society was informed in the 
last Report. The sum of $20-has been appropriated by the Board to the purchase 
of 320 copies of the Catechism recommended by the Bishop and Clergy of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the State of New-York. They have been placed in the 
hands of the Standing Committee, who have gratuitously disposed of 54 copies ; so 
that the whole number of Tracts distributed since last May, through the instrumenta- 
lity of this association, is 1494. 

“* Since the last Report, 2080 copies of the Tract on the Sabbath, have been printed; 
and a Tract on Family Worship, has been chosen, and the same number of copies 
ordered. 

** On this commencement of the 4th year of the existence of our Society, the mem- 
bers have reason to congratulate themselves on the hopes they may entertain of hav- 
ing been and of still being subservient to the interests of pure and undefiled Religion. 
At least 5500 of our Tracts are now in circulation. From varieus quarters far and 
near, we are often made happy by assurances of their usefulness. The demand for 
them is daily increasing. 

** Although humble and unostentatious as was the ministry of our Divine Master, 
be our exertions, we have crery reason to cherisha sure and certain hope of having 
our labours blessed with success. The approbation of the good, the gratitude and 
prayers of those who may recap the benefit of our endeavours, ave surely a more wel- 
come recompense, than the more extensive but more cmpty applause which might 
attend a vain display. This.approbation, this gratitude, and these prayeus, we may 
rest assured we shall receive. Humbly supplicating, therefore, that most valuable 
and most essential requisite, the direction and blessing of God, let us go ox with assi- 
duity and Zeal in the work which we have begun, and thus far, we trust, not unsuc- 
cessfully promoted,” 























